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1 Introduction

The Duperouzel family are very excited to learn news of the plans to develop the South Perth Police
Station and Quarters (Former) at 1 Mends Street.

For those who don’t know, my family resided in the living quarters at the South Perth Police Station for
four years when our father, Police Sergeant Alexander Duperouzel, was the Officer in Charge.

News of this development came my way recently when | was sitting in the departure lounge at Perth
Airport, with my wife Janet, waiting to board a return flight to England. We had just experienced a most
memorable visit to Western Australia seeing family and friends after a long gap due to the pandemic! |
read an article in the West Australian newspaper that morning, 12 October 2022, informing readers that
the popular hospitality group Nokturnl had bought the South Perth Police Station. The article outlined
the plans of co-founder Ross Drennan and his business partner Drew Flanagan to spend AUD6m to
create a sophisticated beer and wine bar with a large alfresco area on the 400m? block.

The Duperouzel family have treasured its association with the South Perth Police Station foritis a
beautiful building with an interesting design of red brickwork and archways. The striated style was
achieved with the use of stucco and paint whilst it has a steeply tiled roof and two prominent gabled
wings.

South Perth Police Station and Living Quarters (Former), view from Mends Street.
Courtesy of WA Police Force Records and Management Centre, Perth.



View from the South Perth Police Station looking towards the corner of Mends Street and Labouchere Road
Courtesy of WA Police Force Records and Management Centre, Perth.

Now that the future plans for the South Perth Police Station have been approved the Duperouzel family
would like to share some childhood memories, together with some photographs and newspaper
cuttings of our time living at 1 Mends Street. Other important strands of historical information
appertaining to the property have been incorporated to enhance the pleasure of readers and those who
will frequent the new bar and restaurant in the future.

In addition, we are fortunate to have the full transcript of a talk given by our eldest sibling Ken to
members of the City of South Perth Historical Society in November 2002. Ken was always interested in
local history and had a very good memory for detail. His talk is an invaluable account of his life as a
young man growing up in South Perth between the ages of 18 and 22 years and is a wonderful legacy to
the family and to the community of the City of South Perth.

Our extended Duperouzel family are very much looking forward to the day when the property will be
transformed having been saved from the wrecking ball!

2 Heritage of South Perth Police Station and Living Quarters (Former)

The property was awarded Heritage status by the Heritage Council of Western Australia on 28
November 2003.

The City of South Perth published a detailed eleven page document entitled, ‘South Perth Police Station
and Living Quarters (Former) CITY OF SOUTH PERTH LOCAL HERITAGE INVENTORY’, Place Record Form
SPS 5, prepared by ‘Heritage Today’ in March 2000 with the most recent update by the City of South
Perth in November 2015. The ‘Statement of Significance’ reads:

“The South Perth Police Station and Quarters (Former) has aesthetic, historic, social,
representative and rarity cultural heritage significance. It has valuable streetscape presence and
features many characteristics of Federation architecture values in the community. It is a fine and
locally rare example of the architectural design of Hillson Beasley. Beasley was an influential
architect of many valued public buildings throughout Western Australia. For around 100 years,
the South Perth Police Station and Quarters (Former) represented the presence of law and order
in the South Perth community.”



The police station with its two cells and living quarters is located in a prominent position at the junction
of Mends Street and Labouchere Road. It was built in 1908 by the builder Mr W. H. Robert under the
direction of the Public Works Department Chief Architect, Mr Hillson Beasley.

According to A.R. Pashley’s excellent book, ‘Policing Our State: A History of Police and Police Officers in
Western Australia’, published in 2000, the South Perth police played an important role in the community
from the late 1890s, before the police station at Mends Street was built. At that time the mode of
transport was either by foot or horse. Police later used their own cars and were given an allowance from
1911.

During World War Il the role of the police was extended to include the watching of ‘Aliens’” and helping
with the ‘rounding up’ of people of German, Japanese or Italian descent who were incarcerated for the
duration of the war.

After the South Perth police vacated 1 Mends Street in late 2002 and relocated to the Kensington Police
Station the City of South Perth purchased the site in 2004. From 2006-2008 the building was operating
as the City’s Community Safety Resource Centre. It was eventually sold as part of the ‘Civic Triangle’ to
the Finbar Group Limited, Real Estate Developers, as a landmark development site in 2014.

For the convenience of readers specific sections of this CITY OF SOUTH PERTH LOCAL HERITAGE
INVENTORY are included in this chapter, for example photographs, the floor plan with prison holding
cells, living quarters and the Heritage Trail plaque. The full document can be found on the City of South
Perth website: SPS 5 South Perth Police Station (Cat A+)

The two Heritage listed buildings within the ‘Civic Triangle’, the South Perth Police Station and South
Perth Post Office, remain as protected heritage buildings on the larger development site for ‘Civic
Heart’.
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South Perth Heritage Trail Police Station. This photograph was taken by Ken Duperouzel in 1992.



(Chris Rowett for the City of South Perth, 2007,

Labouchere Road facade of the South Perth Police Station and Quarters (Former).
(Gina Fraser, City of South Perth, 2015)



North-western facade (rear) of the South Perth Police Station and Quarters (Former).
(Gina Fraser, City of South Perth, 2015)

North-eastern facade (facing towards the South Perth Post Office)
of the South Perth Police Station and Quarters (Former).
(Gina Fraser, City of South Perth, 2015)
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Place No. SPS 5 : South Perth Police Station and Quarters (Former) Page 7

Corridor leading to the former cells. One of the former prison cells.

View across living room of former living quarters. View across former charge room towards door to

Arched doorway to Police Station in centre. cells (right). A former fireplace bricked up
(centre). Doorway to living quarters on left.

(Photographs on this page reproduced with kind permission of Finbar Group Limited)

CITY OF SOUTH PERTH LOCAL HERITAGE INVENTORY South
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3 Police Sergeant Alexander Duperouzel 1458 and Agnes Mary Hevron

Alexander Duperouzel, known as Alec, was born on the family farm at Qualen, near York, in 1901. He
was one of ten children born to George Duperouzel and Sarah Willey. Alec was the grandson of Aimable
Ciril Duperouzel, a Frenchman and pioneer of York from 1858, and Julia Neagle from Tipperary, Ireland.
Alec joined the WA Police Force in January 1924 and became a Police Constable on 15 May that year. He
was based at the Perth Police Station for the next twenty-one months.

At the beginning of 1926 our father was transferred to the Fremantle Police Station for three months
before moving to the East Fremantle Police Station on Canning Road, now known as Canning Highway.
It was about this time that Alec met Agnes Mary Hevron, known as Mary. Mary was born in 1902 in the
Hevron family home at 20, Thompson Road, North Fremantle. Her parents, Denis William Hevron and
Agnes Devitt, had five children all of whom were born at home.

Mary was the granddaughter of Denis and Catherine Hevron, who were from Dublin, having arrived as
Irish pioneers to Western Australia in the 1850s. Her grandfather was employed as a Warder at the
Fremantle Gaol and their large family lived in the Warders’ Quarters in Henderson Street, Fremantle.
They later moved to Swan Street, North Fremantle.

In 1919, at the age on seventeen, Mary attended City Commercial College (CCC) Perth to study Pitman’s
Business Principles. She excelled in two annual competitions in the Junior Classes and was awarded 3™
Prize for Shorthand (Grammalogues and Contractions) and 3™ Prize for Shorthand Speed. Her prizes
consisted of books, ‘Pitman’s Reporter’s Assistant’ and ‘The Girl’s Business Handbook’. At the end of
1922 she started working as a Shorthand-Writer, Typist and Office Assistant with the Great Southern
Roller Flour Mill, (GSRFM), in Thompson Road, North Fremantle, a short walk from the family home.

In early 1926 Mary stopped working for GSRFM after the family moved to East Fremantle to run a corner
shop located at the intersection of Canning Highway and Glyde Street. Mary worked with her parents in
the shop which sold groceries and newspapers. The family lived in the accommodation above the shop
which was later managed by Mary’s brother Denis.
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Alec and Mary married in St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, Fremantle in 1928 and they had five children,
Kenneth, known as Ken, born in 1929; John in 1931, known as Jack; Alan in 1939; Loris in 1942 and
William, known as Bill, in 1946.

The family with their two young sons, Ken aged three, and Jack, two, moved from the Hevron home
where they were living at 177 Canning Highway, East Fremantle to the country town of Dowerin in 1932.
They later lived in Gingin, 1935-1939 and Wagin, 1939-1944. Following our father’s promotion to a 3™
Class Sergeant in September 1944 he was transferred to the Perth Police. Our mother was delighted to
be back in the metropolitan area after twelve years in the country as she was closer to her family and
more familiar with the surroundings of Fremantle and Perth. Our father was later promoted to a 2™
Class Sergeant in August 1949.

In October 1944 the family moved into 42, Canning Highway, Victoria Park. This was a relatively small
World War | Service Home whose location provided easy access to The Causeway which links Victoria
Park and the inter-city suburbs of East Perth by two bridges over the Swan River.

Family home at 42 Canning Highway, Victoria Park

After settling in at number 42, Ken and Jack, then 16 and 14 years, attended City Commercial College
(CCC), Perth. It was our mother who encouraged the boys to attend CCC to study a course in Business
Practice and Principles to acquire commercial skills, knowledge of bookkeeping and to learn to type and
acquire shorthand notes. These skills were to stand Ken and Jack in good stead later in life when they
teamed up together in 1963 to establish WA Stihl Chain Saws importing Stihl products from Stuttgart,
Germany. Their business was very successful and was eventually sold in 1999.

On the completion of their CCC course Ken took on some local roles before working in the hardware
department of Barnett Bros Pty. Ltd. in East Perth until October 1951 when he left on his motor bike for
an adventure to the eastern states. Jack worked for Western Rabbit Company as a Junior Clerk from the
end of 1945 till May 1947. Jack then moved to Plunketts Building Pty. Ltd. working in the office and
performing accounting duties until August 1949 when he left to join the Royal Australian Navy.
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4 Newspaper extracts

Throughout his thirty eight years of service in the WA Police Force our father’s name appeared in the
newspapers on several occasions. A small selection of extracts from newspaper articles between 1948-
1952 are shown below. These also help to appreciate what our father and his police colleagues had to
cope with on a day-to-day basis as they did their best to maintain law and order.

A major incident at the Perth Zoo on 8 March 1951 resulting in the death of woman must have been a
harrowing event for our father to deal with — see story on page 16.
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POSSIB[L DOUB[L SCENF OF YESERDAY'.'S Z0oo T_'AGEDY WOMAN’S BODY l‘OUND

DISSOLUTION | XC il S OB | IN JAWS OF A LION
L YOt : ¥ South Perth Zoo Tragedy;
Labour Moves Add To a ] B8 Discovery By Workmen

TenSion At Canbel'l‘a 1 l 3 . ) The body of a woman, gripped in the jaws of a

young lion, was discovered by workmen walking
CANBERRA, M h §: tion b, u. F 1 il s past a cage at the South Perth Zoo about 8 a.m.
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MINERS’ ONE—DAY
STRIKES OPPOSED

—_—

A.C.T.U. Seeks Trial
Of Gallagher Award

MELBOURNE, May 11: The Australian Council
of Trade Unions today declared that the Miners'
Federation should not decide to embark on further

one-day stoppages.

It asked the federation
to consider seriously the
industrial  dislocation,
unemployment and dom-

disharmony which

would follow the stop- .:,‘,.,.,4..

ot of the A.

to absence from work,
r. Monk said

“ soa?
Not Incentive
Mr. Mook said that in
opinion of the majority of the
ACT.U. interstate  executive
the Allovlnce awarded by Mr.
Gallagher did not constitute an
incentive payment in the sense
of the term as accepted by the
trade-union movement.
Bt did not in_the majority
opinion_come within the cate-
s‘ ol innvnlne payment as
by the 1949
ALTL (i congress. It was abo
felt that it could not be claimed

an incentive as # was

- | terstate  shi

. extcutive re-

mhdnd the federation that the | ral

system contained in Mr. Gal-
lagher's award operated rather
extensively in Furopean coun-
tries.

Roach Protest

SYDNEY, May 11: Sydnes
‘workers | will boy

1 L secreary, Roach,
AM( (Nll men refued to
offe for work today whea two
of their_members were

. The Stevedorie Indus
Board »

nnqtndcd today all waterside

~ | shipowners said lud-

workers in lhe port refused to
fer for work.
men will return 1o work

should refuse 1o work any ves-
scls from New Zealand.

INTERSTATE
CARGOES
Freight Rise
On Monday

KILLED

Club Party In
Road Smash

ADELAIDE, May

£
4
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MELBOURNE, M- 11: In-
s will
rise from nterstate
i y that the

would be an extra 3/6
1o 4/6  ton. Freight on geae-

-mpm-h
vnn«lul-rpnlm-l’cb-

ry this year,
"Nir, Ferguson aid that be did

#00ds in the various States.

Méﬁy' Killed And Hurt
In Battle For Palace

SON RESCUED
BY FATHER
SYDNEY, May 11 A

one-degged  elderly

pen-
sloner saved his 12-year-

B:g Upheaval Feared On
Melbourne W aterjront

MELBOURNE, May 11: A
dtd‘m today by the Painters
Dockers” Union to declare
u.cl o1, iipe (vom New Zea:
Jand which have been worked
by “scab labour”™ may cause a
majot uphcl\ul on the Mel
bourne W
The (n:‘ﬂuﬂ (]Itnlmn which
shipping officials say was _un-
Joaded by servicemen in
Zealand, arrived in the b.y‘h.

amen’s Union
refusc
o

required 10 cquip the holds of

New | Union.

President Arias eventually sur-

top floor and fired on the police | y,
rtmlrml to Ih: national pul ek Loy

below. The police retaliated by
ovtnln. fire with machine guns,
pistols.  They used

The police placed President
Arias under arrest after  his
surrender. also mlad
about 100 suj

sident Arias suspending

the 1946 Constitution and in-

troducing government by de-
:m

ice marched on the

p..lm Fresideat Arias and bis

-uwmm took refuge on the

the | this morning.
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WOMAN’S DEATH IN
LION'S CAGE

“Martyrdom Theor)
Advanced By Doctor

A woman whose mangled body, gripped in the
jaws of a young lion, was found in a cage at the
South Perth Zoo on March 8, may have chosen a
lion’s den to end her life in the manner of the
early Christian martyrs.

Dr. D. 8. MacKenzie, signs of
Acting-District Medical m
Officer, advanced this
theory yesterday when
giving evidence at an in-
quest on the death of
Dorothy Constance Vive-
ash Bostock (49), of
Eym-cvenue. Mt. Law-

mental disorder.

ci
to other medical
deceased

was in

Dr. Hl:w said that the
deceased have regarded
that nﬂ.lcl d l-llnl hcr M.

effective but

a1 not_oaly
may muy
rded it 8 & means of

have
the past
he said, of bavini
Ml
was
chosis but

Fence Clunbe_d

5
or 20 years ago.
n.tmn. from & psy- | he
was not certiftable.

pieces of dres:
ric inside the cage. Outside the
Soxmyesse
sand ly y 8
m-n’:w"‘lm-mamnm

person
such a condition

Under Water |Sum i ir i, be

milﬁi
lhnhl}hlﬂ-lwl
in |hnhulhnd':z

OENEVA May 11: A giant
Jooyd. wide dlice

‘Milk Delive

fifis

About 200

538
a'a,%
i-g
fiif,

£53

H

mll]lndl

5 uo- -n-r h-vnu am-mx;z
n-lu nho lwnd that at |I-
had

the deceased
-uﬂm-. from mental An«rd-
been  mentally ‘R

n a result

alth.
!a L. H Sv:nu asisted the
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i over ing. Twenty persons

have been evacuated lm near-
by bouses there are DO

S am. and 7 am, Mr. Stan-
nard said. There was a further
suggeston for late evening de-

Dlscussxon On Formosa S |tPoaches bad

Future “Premature”

LONDON, May 11:
Morrison) told the House of
would be

“LAGGARDS”
WASHINGTON,  May

i The “Washington
the ship !ov canyml & cargo Australis and New

ol bnll
union

ry of
(Mr (i Doyle) uld ‘My men
will most certainly reluse o
handle ships that have been
worked by ‘nb Inbmn "o New
Zealand.
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National Library of Australia

He said that in Britain's opin-
ion the Cairo declaration pro-
mising the return of Formosa

ants of Formosa should be
taken into account on its future.
Secondly, on the question of
ay at
inited Staf

Parliament was fully
with the views of the United
States and  British Govern-
ments which had been previ-
owly expressed.

“1 do not think that there is
need for anyone to apprehend
1 x:: friction at this stage,” he

Mr. Mmhm said that his
it clear that

oomunein; times were 4 a.m., |

o
amiliar

REDS IN THE
PHILIPPINES

Six Senk-”n—cﬂl
To Death

MANIL\ May 11: Five
Mr. S(lnnnd said that ml( oma Y to
difficulty was_experienced i
obtait nh’ adequate hlbk
labour for delivering milk. Up
o men were engaged in
the occupation at present, but

munist politburo were today

sentenced to death in the clec-

tric chair on charges of rebek

lion, multiple murder and

with the rapid expansion of | arson. ine others were sen-

the metre n area and in- | tenced 10 life imprisonment and
more | 11 to shorter terms.

P oprankiog
executive directors of the Com-
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were exami
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PACT FOR MIDDLE
EAST PLANNED

“Last Major Link” In
Free World Defence

ON, Tues.—The British, French
and Uniled States Foreign Ministers are
considering the creation of a
pact as the last major link in the global defence
system of the free world.

WASHIN

A United Press corres-

ig Three were hast-

ening to strengthen de-

fences in Europe and the
iddle

during the past
two weeks.
The proposed Middle East
= would offer the best way

bringing the Middle East, in-

most of the Arab
States, info the Wesiern camp,
the correspondent said.

-nd 2
(U.I.A ) began yesterday and
wl (France) vlsl join
ti- today. No formal agenda

has been arranged for the talks.

Draft Ready

United Press cors

and o
k when they meet l-m mﬁyA

l. scheme was un'ld

win the support of the Arul
n-mr- o lu answer the ob-
jections of some small Euro-
nations which had shown

vould act together i -
ently of uropean nations.

German Issue
The North Aaniic Treaty
Organisation  stas

East mluies be

senled on it.

Another major question for
the Big Threc -.u n- Ihe lar-
mulation of

lationship. with wum G-r
many and the integration of

Western Germany into the de-
fence d the Wesern “.)r“.

From Momby
To Cocos
In 32ft. Sloop

0 repre-

"‘ ":j Man Electrocuted On Roof |
Of House At South Perth

more  than 4,000
miles.

Le Toumelin, who is two
years out from Brittany on &
world cmm, said 1
had a stormy p-w.e :\ hv as
Torres Strait but the weather
had held fine for the remainder
of the lonely voyage.

He plans 10 leave for Cape
tww Via Reunion Tstand after | new

Middle East military

| WRECKING OF
BIG BUILDING
BY ARSONISTS

NEW YORK, Tues.—
arrests were made

after two men died in a
blast and a fire causing
£A446,000 damage today

The victims were Det. James

The
out of control for
three

TIMELY END
TO RESCUE
OPERATIONS |

, Tues.—A 64-ye:
old workman who was traj
for 14 houn -nh hu
broken in unnel at
Luu:n (ledl«dmue) s v
mom.u hy

Pau -hum hm m mﬂl
collapsed fus

n Nnd-n

week.
?.'.‘“ﬁ‘u.m Six men when
collapsed yesterday. One was | asked U

killed, three escaped i
in an air-

other two were seal

less pit 35 decp and 6ft.

2B nan was rescued after 90
Air was pumped in to

minutes.
the otber while rewcue opera-
p-mu —Reuters.

of

For an hour a St. John am-
bulance officer a doctor
worked at the sene, using &

automatic (eWUsCHAION 16 3

stay  here.—AAP-
Rmn.

us.
To

NEW YORK, Tues.—Two Air

Air Force

our.
The Wilbert
s lnd ( apt. IJ‘.-vd Bal-
re flying in a ,cx train-

t

fore,” Licut. Rogers said. "We

ed it was descending

vain effort to save the man's
life.

Pilols Unable
Catch “Round Object”

couldn’t have caught it in an
F-86" (The F-86 Sabre is
America’s  fastest

the object as white or silver and
about of a fighter
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Courtesy of the National Library of Australia - Trove Australia article 3788465
‘Man Electrocuted On Roof Of House At South Perth’,

The West Australian newspaper, Perth, 12 September 1951, p1
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5 WA Police Force Long Service and Good Conduct Medal Ceremony

On Thursday, 12 February, 1959, our father was awarded the Police Long Service and Good Conduct
Medal (PLSGC).

On this special occasion the PLSGC medal was presented for the first time to 130 police officers who had
completed twenty two years long service, or more, with exemplary good conduct. By February 1959 a
large number of police officers had already served more than twenty two years, including our father
who, by this time, was a 2" Class Sergeant and had completed thirty five years.

Ty

WA Police Force Long Service and Good Conduct Medal Ceremony, The Esplanade, 12 February 1959.
Police Sergeant Alexander Duperouzel, front row, 10" from the right.
Courtesy of WA Police Force Records and Management Centre, Image019

This prestigious Police medal was presented by the Governor of Western Australia, His Excellency the
Lieutenant General Sir Charles Gairdner, GBE, KCMG, KCVO, CB. The Governor, escorted by Policemen
mounted on motor cycles and horses, was joined by hundreds of family and friends who assembled under
the shade of the Morten Bay fig trees. They were joined by the WA Police Commissioner, Mr James Murray
O’Brien, and other distinguished guests and the WA Police Band.

An invaluable collection of nineteen black and white photographs of the medal ceremony were only
discovered in late 2017 - photos that have never been seen before!! Our father can be seen in at least
four images. On closer examination and having cropped image015 it is possible to make out his son Ken.
This collection is to be treasured for they provide a valuable insight into our Western Australian social
history. The family wish to extend its sincere thanks and appreciation to the Western Australian Police
Force for their help and assistance and for providing permission to share these photos. All nineteen photos

are available to view on the internet at: 1458 Sgt. Alexander Duperouzel PLSGC — Western Australian Police
Force | William Duperouzel
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Police Sergeant Alexander Duperouzel 1458 in the middle of picture.
Courtesy of WA Police Force Records and Management Centre, part of Image019

Ken and Loris represented the family on this very special day to witness our father being presented with
his PLSGC medal. Indeed, this occasion was a very proud moment for all the Duperouzel family. At that
time our father was the Officer in Charge at the Palmyra Police Station at 355 Canning Highway. Loris
recalls a treasured memory of the day:

“..I accompanied dad to the medal ceremony and due to the heavy traffic it looked like we
would arrive late...so dad parked the car in a space where perhaps he shouldn’t have.
Fortunately, we arrived on the Perth Esplanade in time and he was able to line up with the
other officers and enjoy the occasion. However, he was not so happy after the ceremony having
returned to the car to find he had been issued with a parking ticket! The parking ticket was
withdrawn the next day following a telephone call to explain the circumstances...”
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His Excellency the Lieutenant General Sir Charles Gairdner, arriving for the Medal Ceremony.
Courtesy of WA Police Force Records and Management Centre. Image017

His Excellency the Lieutenant General Sir Charles Gairdner presenting a medal.,
Courtesy of WA Police Force Records and Management Centre. Image009
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WA Police Long Service and Good Conduct Medal Ceremony, 12 February 1959
Ken Duperouzel can be seen standing at the back 3™ from the left, part of image 015.

The uniform of the musicians of the WA Police Band can be seen in this photograph above wearing their
Indian Pith Helmet hats. Our father was also issued with an Indian Pith Helmet from Grose Bros, Perth,
which he wore from time to time when based in the country towns of Dowerin, Gingin and Wagin. Our
father’s Indian Pith Helmet, pictured below, with the police badge, is still in the Duperouzel family today
having been lovingly cared for by our brother Alan for the past sixty years.

Indian Pith Police Helmet worn by Sergeant Alexander Duperouzel. Courtesy of Lisa Shallard.
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Const. Forrest, who
has been in the force
for 30 years, will retire
later this year. Most of
his career has been
spent In the scientific
branch.

Policemen mounted on

nor to the Perth Espla
nade where the simpie
‘ceremony  was con
ducted.

Police Commissioner
J. M. O'Brien told the
men the medals were
mot given lightly. They

Constable Jack Forvest (piciured) was one of
130 pelicemen who were presented with medals
by Govermor Sir Charles Galrdner yeslerday for
22 years of good service,

THE WEST AUSTRALIAN, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1958.

——

Service Award

were for long-service,
good conduct and effi

clency

The medals have the
Queen's head on one
side and the figure of
Justice on the other
The ribbom is light-blue
with vertical white
stripes

The medal was created
in 1951 for use In Eng
land, and was extended
to Australia in 1956
Yesterday was the
first occasion on which
they had been present
ed in Western Australia.

Above, The West Australian newspaper 13 February 1959, p10
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Sergeant Alexander Duperouzel’s PLSGC Medal
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Police Sergeant Alexander Duperouzel proudly wearing his PLSGC Medal,
5 from the right. part of image 007.
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Our father with his
FJ Holden

Part of the
Palmyra Police Station can
be seen on the far right

Police Sergeant Alexander Duperouzel, Palmyra Police Station, September 1961

During his career in the WA Police Force our father served in the following locations:
Perth 1924-1926; Fremantle, 3 months 1926; East Fremantle 1926-1932;
Dowerin 1932-1935; Gingin 1935-1939; Wagin 1939-1944;

Perth, 1944-1948; South Perth 1948-1952; Perth, 4 months, 1952-1952;
Fremantle 1952-1956 and Palmyra 1956-1961.

Our father was stationed at the Palmyra Police Station when he retired on 16 September 1961, his 60t
birthday, having served the WA Police Force with distinction for thirty eight years. However, his
retirement was short-lived for he passed away on 22 February, 1964, aged 62. Sadly, his wife, Mary, our
mother, pre-deceased him on 1 July 1961, aged 58, three months before his retirement.
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6 Living at 1 Mends Street, South Perth

Our family spent four happy years residing in the living quarters of the South Perth Police Station.

Our parents must have had an interesting challenge when they moved in as there were only three small
bedrooms to accommodate them and their five children, Ken, 18; Jack 16; Alan 9 and our sister Loris
who was fast approaching her sixth birthday and William, almost two.

Loris can be
seen here
keeping a

watchful eye

on her new
baby brother,
William.

It wasn’t long before Dad enclosed the two open archways on the front veranda facing Mends Street to
make a sleep-out. Dad did this by installing a half-moon timber shaped panel directly under the top of
the arches and then fitted metal frames underneath containing glass louvres whilst the single arch
facing Labouchere Road on the west side had a set of three louvre glass windows. The glass louvres
were supplied by Ken who, at that time, was working in the hardware department for Barnett Bros Pty.
Ltd. Ken and Jack slept in the front veranda although the family understands they found this was
comfortable in the summer but very cold during the winter months.

The photograph, taken by Ken Duperouzel in 1992, shows the view of the Police Station on the west side,
facing Labouchere Road, with its veranda arch enclosed with metal frames and glass louvres.
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The floor plan of the living quarters, charge room, two cells and yard contained within the ‘CITY OF
SOUTH PERTH LOCAL HERITAGE INVENTORY’ has provided an invaluable memory jog of the property lay-
out. For example, the master bedroom leading from the central passage way is where our parents slept
whilst Alan occupied the bedroom adjacent to the kitchen. Loris and William initially shared the third
bedroom off the central passage way leading from the front door. Located to the rear was the kitchen,
bathroom and a small veranda leading to the rear garden. When on police duty our father, dressed in his
smart police uniform, would enter the sitting room and then walk through another door to gain access
to the charge room or office which leads to the two prison cells, prison yard and front veranda. Not
surprisingly everyone in the family were under strict orders from our father NOT to enter the charge
room!

|

HURT IN COLLISON.

John Du (18). of
Scuth Perth, wis admived o
the Rowval Perth Hospitad
might with a2 lacemied
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oher B0 riddes by
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Tra polie were wid tha
the mjwrcd youth  wax  ridin
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Wedootl, A tmxk in from of
the motor cyches 1o lurs

scrost Ihe nid and an Wests
ot swung oot towards the !
centre of the roed 10 avoid & |
callvion Duperousel  crashod

In April 1949 when Jack was working for Plunketts the
family received news that he had been involved in a motor
cycle accident in the early evening of 18 April, Easter
Monday. He was returning home on his motor cycle, having
spent Easter in Collie with some friends, when the accident
took place on the Albany Highway, Kelmscott. Jack received
a lacerated scalp and concussion and was admitted to
Royal Perth Hospital. Thankfully, Jack made a full recovery.
This accident was reported in the West Australian
newspaper the following day.

The West Australian newspaper, 19 April 1949, p2. Courtesy
of the National Library of Australia, Trove Australia. Article
4768014.

Pictured below left: Jack can be seen on Ken’s motor cycle
and right: Ken and Jack in the rear garden at 1 Mends
Street

In October 1949 Jack joined the Royal Australian Navy (RAN), stationed in Nowra, NSW, the HQ of the
Fleet Air Arm Division. Jack was discharged from the RAN in November 1960.
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Within eighteen months of Jack leaving 1 Mends Street Ken also headed off to the eastern states in April
1951. He rode his AJS motor cycle, 115, fully equipped for his great adventure to ride across Australia via
the Nullabor Plain, initially bound for Adelaide to race his motor cycle, and then onto the eastern states.
This must have been a huge challenge for over 1200 miles of the route from Southern Cross, Western

Australia to Port Augusta, South Australia consisted of a rough gravel surface with many large pot-holes.

Ken setting off on his AJS 350 motor cycle, 115, from South Perth
for his great adventure to the eastern states in April 1951.
Picture courtesy of Lynette Mitchell.

After Ken and Jack left home this called for another reshuffle of bedrooms resulting in Alan occupying
the sleep-out whilst Loris and William now had their own bedrooms.

Loris recalls...

“When | was 6 years old | started Bubs at St. Columba’s Catholic Primary School in York
Street, South Perth. | would catch the tram which started its route from the South Perth ferry
bridge area at the bottom on Mends Street and then make its way up Mends Street where |
would get on the tram outside the Police Station...it would then travel south on Labouchere
Road into Angelo Street where | would alight at Forrest Street and walk one block to St.
Columba’s School. The tram would then travel in the direction of Perth”.

“When | started in Bubs at St. Columba’s Primary Catholic School | can remember my Dad
making wooden Plasticine boards for all the children in the class. Later | started to learn to
play the piano which | really enjoyed”.
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Loris also remembers another occasion when she caught the tram and got lost....

“One day after school at St. Columba’s | decided to catch the tram with my friends, and ended
up on Mill Point Road with the tram heading into the direction of the city, and | was lost! | got
off the tram and started to cry and a lady came up to see what was happening. She kindly rang
my father at the Police Station and he came to pick collect me on the Police motorcycle which
had a sidecar. It was the only time | was allowed to ride in it”. — —

the corner of Angelo Street and Goode Street, would display a
message on the screen on film nights, mainly during the intermission,
which was signed by our father. This message informed film goers that
it was illegal to park their cars directly outside the Picture Theatre. This
image continued to be shown long after or father had moved away
from South Perth.

Loris and William remember as youngsters it was such an adventure to
go to the Perth Zoo on Labouchere Road nearly every Sunday. We
would walk with our brother Alan and enjoy having some fun riding on
the miniature train on the merry-go-round and rides on ‘TRICIA’ the
elephant. Loris is pictured here with William with a ticket in her hand
ready for an exciting train ride.

The photo below, taken in about 1949, shows Alan and William under the watchful eye of Loris ready for
their ride on the Carousel at the Zoo. It was always a pleasure to go to the Perth Zoo.
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Some other memories from Loris include:

“My older brother Alan travelled daily via by the ferry from
Mends Street Jetty to Barrack Street, Perth to attend St. Patrick’s
Boys’ School on Irwin Street, near St. Mary’s Catholic Cathedral.
The Boy’s School building was later demolished in 1963 to make
way for extensions to Royal Perth Hospital”.

“Whilst living in the Police Station the family acquired our first
puppy called ‘Spot’, a fox terrier with a small tail. His colouring
was white with a large

7 F—— ~mm
round black spot on his - EA’M i !!i
¥ r—‘t'w.-

back, where you might
have positioned a saddle
had he been a horse,
hence we called him
‘Spot’. When we first collected ‘Spot’ he was so small
he could fit into a letter box”.

“In addition to ‘Spot’ the family enjoyed having cats
as part of our family life. Of the few family photographs available from this era it is not
surprising a cat or ‘Spot’ can be seen in photos”.
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“I remember attending swimming lessons at Como Jetty, at the end of Preston Street, and a
Fancy Dress Ball in the hall across the road in Mends Street: | went as an Old Lady”.

“On one occasion one of the children in the Mends Street area found a handbag by the Swan
River and handed it into the South Perth Police. As it wasn’t claimed within three months he
received it back - we were jealous”.

Loris remembers the tragedy which took place at the Perth Zoo in March 1951 — see the newspaper
article on page 16. At the time Loris was only nine years old and William was only five years old. A lady
had climbed a high fence in the Perth Zoo to gain access to the lion’s den and was killed by a lion. Loris
recalls, “...Dad insisted that the lion must not be killed...”. Dad was very discreet and never brought his
work home or talked about what incidents he had to deal with on a day-to-day basis.

Alan and Loris in the rear garden at 1 Mends Street, South Perth

On another occasion, Loris recalls Christmas 1951, “...while Ken was working in Tasmania, he sent us a
parcel and some Christmas presents, | received a child’s handbag and Mum received a £10 pound note.
Soon afterwards the note went missing! My little brother, Bill, decided to buy a cake from the cake shop
in Mends Street and the Lady said "l can't change that!" so he missed out on his cake”.

There were many occasions during our time at Mends Street that Alan, Loris and William together with
some local friends the same age would walk down to The Old Mill at Mill Point to play and to look for
jellyfish. Today, the whole area has been taken over to accommodate the Narrows Bridge and Kwinana
Freeway. In those days life was slow and very peaceful but a lot of fun!

Another place Alan, Loris and William would frequent in the early 1950s with some ‘older kids” were the
Chinese Gardens on the foreshore in South Perth. Chinese gardeners used to cultivate the large area of
riverside land for their swamp-gardens which were located between Mill Point Road and the Swan River,
now known now as Sir James Mitchell Park. The ‘older kids’ used to cause a nuisance resulting in the
Chinese gardeners firing rock salt-peter from either a rifle or shotgun in our direction to frighten
everyone away — for youngsters to be adventuring into the Chinese Gardens was perhaps a rather
dangerous thing to do in those days.
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The family Pontiac car with our father behind the wheel, William in the car aged about three
with Loris & Alan sitting on the running board c1949

The family looks back on our four years in South Perth with deep affection and are grateful for the

privilege of having lived in what is now a heritage building. Indeed, living at 1 Mends Street, was a very
happy time for the Duperouzel family.
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7
Speech presentation by Ken Duperouzel to the
City of South Perth Historical Society.

Monday, 18 November 2002

Thank you, Mr. Kerry Davey (President) for your introduction.

Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen

| have been asked to give you some impressions of my life as a young man, and at the South Perth Police
Station of 50 years ago, where my Father Alexander Duperouzel was the Officer-in-Charge from 9

February 1948 until 1952.

Here is an item of interest to you.
(Ken's Group Certificate of 1951 / 1951 - refers to address)

l : SERIAL NUMBER
INCOME YEAR COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.
1st JULY, 1050, WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
p to INCOME TAX ASSESSMENT ACT, 1936-1949. N 0 1 7 8 7 6 5
{ SOQIHWNE 1951 : .
y-4 ‘ EMPLOYEE’S RECORD
X Form A/e. 88 File NO. oo
[ l NAME OF EMPLOYER, . : ~ GROUP NUMBER.
¥ v
= BARET? BOS. PIY. LINTTER] 1253
3 NAME OF EMPLOYEE. % i o R ADDRESS OF EMPLOYEE.
< — Kurname (DInoK LEters), = Christien Namee (10 fnll) o = 5 e
€D  SUrmouEsL | KRNI /5.23 g Station
5 - AMOUNT OF INSPALMENTS DEDUCTED, ,
] Worde— 7 7 TFignres—
S q s
e THENTY SIX POUNDS T3 26,/13 /04
& TARTIOULARS OF BARNINGS OF THE, YEAR ENDED 30fh JUVF 1051, Z
: Bonse ”cf-:zl:':‘x'dm:;mm Value of Board andfor | Travelling ur oth:rv iy | ERT- ARG 0T
: :xcfudlng winounts in Quarters. ances,  Give p i Gross Salry, ete.
Coluuins £ and 3. :
£362/19 /04. l
I temployed for whale year 1st July, 1950, to T A
= 1f the employee was not, employel i %&h 'g 1_,_ ----- |
L_, TPPOTIN L.\ i et e 52 li ...... IRZ e To. - ‘

BA =~ i
e fT BPIJ ] glpucﬁwisneyw BE memm:n BY EMPLOYEE AS HIS

15041 mﬁ’f memouaAuownb ON THIS TRIPLICATE.
: B

Dad was born on the family farm at Qualen just south west of York in 1901, the 6th child of my Grand-
Father George Charles Duperouzel and Sarah Jane (nee Willey of Beverley). The Duperouzel farm had its
beginnings in 1871 by my Great-Grandfather Aimable Ciril Duperouzel, and his wife Julia (nee Neagle).

It is still being farmed by my cousin David Duperouzel in 2002.

The Title Deeds since 1871 have always had a Duperouzel listed as the Owner
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May | give you some back ground to the Duperouzel Family in Western Australia. Great-Grandfather
Aimable Ciril Duperouzel (was an ex-Ticket of Leave Convict # 4840) Born near Saint Aubin du Perron,
area of Coutances, in Normandy, in north west of France, Aimable Duperouzel was convicted of theft by
the Royal Court on the British Channel sland of Guernsey in 1856. Aimable was found guilty of
'feloniously by night and with the aid of false keys, of entering the shop of Messrs Dumaresq and Turner,
drapers, situated in High Street in the parish of St. Peter Port, and stealing items of cloth, linen, needles
etc., which his first wife Elizabeth had used in her dress-making occupation. He was sentenced to 10
years transportation.

When doing research work in 1990 / 1994 for the book "The Duperouzel Family in Australia" which was
written by our eldest daughter Lynette Mitchell, all enquiries regarding Aimable's first wife Elizabeth and
their son John Aimable Duperouzel on the Channel Islands came to nothing. Upon Aimable's conviction
the Royal Court ordered that " all of his chattels and inheritances, if any, be assigned to Her Majesty or
Lord of the Fief to meet the costs". So, with Aimable in gaol and all their belongings forfeited, Elizabeth
would then have been destitute. Even the Poor House and Hospital records gave no account of Elizabeth
or their son John.

The Royal Court in Guernsey had the power to sentence Aimable to 10 years gaol and transportation,
but they had no capacity to effect this. The Channel Islands owe their allegiance to the Monarch, not to
the British Government. It was necessary to send Aimable to England, and the order authorising
Aimable's transportation to Western Australia was signed while Queen Victoria was at Windsor Castle.

Aimable was one of 270 prisoners who arrived at Owens Anchorage (just north of Woodman Point) on
1st June 1858 on the vessel 'Lord Raglan'. We have a copy of the complete daily Journal, kept by the
ship's Surgeon John Bower detailing daily life on board. The 'Lord Raglan' made only two land sightings
on the entire voyage. (the Portuguese islands of Madeira off the coast of Morocco, and the

British controlled Tristan da Cunha group of islands in the southern Atlantic Ocean).

The voyage took 98 days from England to Western Australia and in this time two convicts died, one from
sunstroke, and the other from a heart attack.

Three (3) babies were born to wives of the accompanying Pensioner Guards.

It is interesting to note that among the convicts there were 200 Englishmen, 1 Welsh, 29 Scotsmen, 30
Irishmen, 2 Americans, 1 German, 3 Frenchmen, 1 Russian, 1 Jamaican and one Italian convicted felon.
Total convicts numbered 270. Enrolled Pensioner Guards and their wives and children were also on
board. During the voyage Stephen Montague Stout, an educated prisoner delivered a lecture on the
imminent Eclipse of the sun complete with illustrations and diagrams.

When Aimable married for the second time to Julia Neagle (a free settler from Tipperary in Ireland) in

1863 at the little church at Gilgering, near York, he described himself as a widower on his Wedding
Certificate.
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(Alex — my father) then 2 (Mary — my mother)

My Father joined the Western Australian Police Force (note operative word FORCE) in January 1924,
now aged 23 years. He was one of six boys and four girls, having spent his life to date working on the
farm. Alex was a very good horseman.

Most of the country Police stations, required a constable who was skilled with horses. He got on very
well with local people, was soon playing sports such as cricket, tennis and golf. Rifle shooting, such as
rabbit and kangaroo hunting he enjoyed too.

Alex rolled his own cigarettes but rarely drank alcohol. Dad was a keen vegetable gardener and excelled
with flowers, particularly Dahlias. He had good hand writing, and in later years owned a portable
typewriter which he used with “two fingers”. This machine is still in my possession. Alex was a big built
man, who enjoyed his work. Wherever he was stationed he was held by many people to be in high
regard, as a nice man and a fair and just Police Officer. | know that as many numbers of people over the
years have told my brothers and sister and myself similar compliments about him.

His Police regimental number was 1458.
He served at Perth, Fremantle (1926) East Fremantle (1926-32) Dowerin (1932-35) Gingin 1935-39)
Wagin (1838-1944) Perth (1944-1948) South Perth (1948-1952) Fremantle (1952-1956) and Palmyra

(1956-1961).

He retired at the then mandatory age of 60 years.
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3 (1947 Police Station)
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He was Sergeant in Charge of Police in South Perth, from 9 February 1948 to 3 January 1952. During this
time Dad had two (2) officers under his command.

About twelve (12) Police Officers are based at South Perth Police Station currently. It is my
understanding that the total WA Police Force numbered about 600 in 1950, and today in 2002 the total
number stands at approximately 4,800 men and women.

Mr. Tom Hungerford who wrote the book "Stories from Suburban Road" told me that there was only
one Policeman in South Perth in 1938 named "Toot" Richardson.

4 (1992 Police Station taken by Ken) Also 5 (Heritage marker)

South Perth Heritage Trail
Police Station
Builtin 1908, the station was designed by Hillson .
Beasley; then=Superintendent of-Public Works.

His design ‘used the striated domestic. Gothic
style which-prevailed during the late Victorian
period. Features of this style were red bruckwprk
with stuceo moulding imitating stone dressing.

An Australian’ Bicenterinial project with financial -
5

assistance from the State & Commonwaealth governments.

The brick and tile Police building in Mends Street was completed in 1908 and houses a general Police
office and cell block, while on the west side was the Police Quarters where our family lived. It has high
ceilings and wooden floors, and though the building was cool in summer, it was cold as charity in winter.
Possums would often visit the building from the Zoo, occasionally causing family members

a fright from time to time.
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The Police Quarters had its own separate front entry door, with rooms leading off a Passage-way. The
lounge on the right side, also provided an entry door directly into the Police office. It is still the same
today. The kitchen had a wood stove for cooking and the bathroom had a wood chip heater. The laundry
had a copper for boiling the water and washing clothes, and two concrete troughs. Yes, it had electricity
and deep sewerage in 1948, but it was a very basic building by today’s standards.

The now clean clothes were hung out to dry on two lines supported in the middle by prop posts which
ran lengthways in the rear yard. An old timber weatherboard structure in the back yard was altered to
allow Dad to park his 1930's model Pontiac car in, and provide some space for a small workshop.

In 1948 | was aged 19 years, my brother Jack was 17, brother Alan 9, sister Loris was 6, and family
youngest Bill was 2 years old.

The South Perth Police Quarters had a front veranda which had an opening and two (2) arches all facing
towards Mends Street corner, and there is a third arch facing Labouchere Road on the west side. Dad
reasoned that if he enclosed these arches, then my brother Jack and | could sleep out there all year
round.

And yes, it was bloody cold out there most winter nights.
He fitted the arches with wooden frames, and then metal louvre frames and glass which are still there

today. The louvres and glass were supplied by me through Barnett Bros Pty. Ltd. of Hay Street, East
Perth for whom | was then working in the hardware department.

6 (Labouchere Road side Police Quarters) 7 (Loris, Bill and dog Spot)
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One of the directors of the Barnett Bros, Mr.John Lewis lived near Sprunts Garage, which was about 100
metres away from the Police Station. Each morning at 8am | would walk around the corner to his flat to

'cadge’ a ride to work. This ride to work was quite exciting for me, as John Lewis had a new 1947 model

Vauxhall Velox which he drove at a good fast speed along Mill Point Road.

The regular mode of transport for Police in South Perth in 1948 was two (2) large English made bi-
cycles. Shortly after Dad's arrival in South Perth, the Police Station was equipped with an ex-army
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Harley-Davidson 6/7 cub inch motor cycle. In those years, the only Police cars in use were two (2) large
Bentley motor cars, which were very fast. These cars were based in Perth, but covered the entire Perth
metropolitan area, using the radio call sign of VKI. Normal method of communications at the Police
Station was the tall standing black telephone with separate ear piece. An extension phone could be
switched through to the Police Quarters, for outside normal office hours usage.

The trams went past the South Perth Police Station on the same north west side of Mends Street on
their way from the ferry jetty to the Zoo in Labouchere Road, then on to Preston Street in Como.

My brothers Jack and Alan recall Dad electing to cut down a large section palm tree in the front yard of
the Police station, and things went terribly astray when the tree fell towards the road and over the
footpath and the tram lines. It brought down a power pole and two (2) power lines which served the
Police Station and the trams!!! The Electricity & Gas Department and Tramway Depts., were not pleased
about this interruption to their services. When the work was nearly complete Dad then asked the line
maintenance men to haul the damaged power pole into the side yard for him so he could cut it up for
firewood later.

The Old Mill (Shentons) at Mill Point in the 1950's was derelict. It had not been in use for years and
much discussion was going on about its future.

Fifty years ago the Swan River at Como Jetty was a great swimming and picnic location. The Tearooms at
Como were very popular, whilst the Pagoda Ballroom hosted many dances and balls etc.

Directly opposite the Police Station is the South Perth Bowling Club. In 1949 the Mends Street and
Labouchere Road boundaries of the Club were surrounded by a large pine hedge, about 2 metres high (7
foot) and 1 metre wide (3 feet). This hedge was trimmed regularly in height and width and kept neat
and tidy. It provided a high degree of privacy for the Club House and Members playing bowls.

One night about 2am my brother Jack and | were awoken from our slumbers on the front veranda to see
this huge hedge on fire in a big way. The Fire Brigade attended from Coode Street fire station and put
the fire out, but not before the hedge was largely destroyed. The Bowling Club Committee later resolved
that as the hedge had been burnt or 'fired' by vandals on other occasions, that they would remove it
completely. It is not the same hedge as growing today.

The petrol service station at the intersection of Mends Street and Mill Point Road is located on exactly
the same corner as it is today. Mr. Gordon Sprunt was the Proprietor at that time and ran a general
business adjoining. The Sprunt family were well known to everyone in the district.

Laurie Sprunt was a good friend of younger brother Alan in the early fifties.

The Windsor Hotel in Mends Street has not changed externally to that as | remember it in the 1950's.
My mates and | used to have a beer or several in the saloon bar, mostly schooners of Swan lager. One
Saturday afternoon, | had arranged to meet some friends in the bar at about 4 pm. | had been out riding
my 350cc AJS motor cycle with one of my 'mates’ Keith, who was on another motor cycle. | rode up to

39



the Windsor Hotel and parked outside in Mends Street.

On walking into the saloon bar, my friends said to me 'where’s Keith?? | said, "l don't know, he was
riding his 250cc BSA in Mill Point Road when | last looked behind me and saw him back near Douglas
Avenue, so he can't be far away". Well, it took about 30 minutes or more for Keith to arrive and he was
“immediately asked - where the hell have you been". It turned out that Sergeant George Gamble from
the Police Traffic Branch who lived in Angelo Street South Perth, and who was well known in the metro
area, was on his way home from traffic patrol on his big 10/12 HP Harley-Davidson motor cycle and he
had stopped Keith for exceeding the speed limit of 30mph (55 kph) in Mill Point Road.

Sergeant Gamble apparently wasn't prepared to give chase to the other rider in front of Keith, who was
also exceeding the speed limit — me!!

The Police often made an appearance at the Windsor, Como and Hurlingham Hotel in the evenings of
those years to ensure the Publican obeyed the Liquor Licensing closing hours of 9pm.

At the Gaiety Picture Theatre in Angelo Street — South Perth, there was a film slide, signed by Sgt.
Duperouzel about illegal parking outside the theatre, and that slide was still being shown for many years
after Dad's transfer away from South Perth.

An outdoor picture show was on a block of ground next door to the Hurlingham Theatre and was very
popular. Patrons could lay back in the deck chairs under the stars and watch the movies. Sometimes the
pictures were part way through, when it rained and the patrons retreated back into the main theatre to
complete the evening’s entertainment.

The still popular Como Cygnet Theatre in Preston Street also had both an indoor theatre and outdoor
gardens.

Opposite the Como Theatre in Preston Street was Burnett's Bakery. George Burnett went on to become
a popular Mayor of the South Perth City Council. As a younger man he was part of the Burnett's Bakery
business for many years, and together with his family re-developed the old bakery site now occupied by
a garage, shops and a Tavern.

In Mill Point Road (previously named Suburban Road) there were two other landmarks in Noonan’s
Bakery and Weaver & Lock, manufacturers of soft drinks. Living in Gladstone Avenue, South Perth, my
wife Audrey and | would often see a Noonan's bread cart with the horse at a quiet walk, returning to the
bakery on its own while the delivery man with his bread basket on his arm was completing his sales at
the last houses in the street.

| used to go to Claremont Speedway every Friday night. This entailed a journey from the Police Quarters,
along Mill Point Road, Canning Highway, over the Causeway, Riverside Drive, Mounts Bay Road then
Stirling Highway to Claremont Speedway. While traversing this route, | would look longingly at Mill Point
from Mounts Bay Road while saying to myself "a bridge will never be built across this small section of
water". Little did | realise that the Narrows Bridge would be completed in 1959.
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Here is a short story for you, Lyn O'Hara.

| was quite shocked one Saturday evening to learn that Dad had arrested a good friend of mine — Bob
Howson. Bob had imbibed heavily that day, and had been seen driving his Ford "A" model coupe car late
one afternoon on the footpath and underneath the bull nose verandas in Mends street, "in a dangerous
manner while intoxicated". Lyn, ask your father Alan Cull about Bob's exploits in the 1950's, he was
quite a character.

Go back to slide 4

When the main office of the Police Station was closed outside normal hours, many people often came to
the front door of the Police Quarters when they required the assistance of the local Policeman. One of
the more unusual incidents happened one week-end at about 1.00 pm. There was a knock on the front
door of the Police Quarters, and a lady who was well known to Dad "said her husband has been drinking
again and he is bashing me up, and he has threatened to kill himself." (he had made such threats many
times previously)

My father told her that he had only just sat down to lunch, and that he would go to her house when he
had finished his meal. A short time later the same lady returned and informed Dad 'there is no need to
hurry, he has hung himself.

In March of 1951 police were called to the South Perth Zoo after a lady climbed the high security outer
fence of the lion's cage. Dad was told by Zoo officials that her body was in the outer exercise area, and it
was likely that it might be necessary to shoot and kill the lion in order to retrieve the body. Dad did not
like this idea at all, arguing that the Leo was only doing what was natural to such animal, and Dad
refused to allow it to be shot. His solution was to call for the fire hose and using the powerful water jet,
the men pushed the Leo back into the main inner concrete cage, enabling them to enter the outer yard
to retrieve the body.

Subsequently a number of people in the next 10/15 years also entered the animal enclosures of the
Lions and Polar Bears, with similar sad endings.

9 Rides on the elephant at Perth Zoo.

On a happier note, all of our four children Roy, Lynette, lan and Bronwyn remember rides on the
elephant at the Zoo, the guinea pig playground and rides on the train around the Zoo grounds.

Many famous musicians like the British Army "Black Watch" band and other artists also performed in
the Zoo gardens. The South Perth Tennis Club was located just outside the Mill Point Road boundary of
the Zoo, and | played grass court tennis there most Saturday afternoons.

Other landmarks still today, are The Royal Perth Golf Club which is now fenced all around, but back 50

years ago it was not needed. Adjoining Royal Perth on the north side is Richardson Park, where | tried
my hand at cricket but did not have any success.
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Swimming lessons were held every January in the Swan River at Como Jetty for many thousands of
children, who enjoyed the shallow water, but not the jelly fish.

In Coode Street the Wesley College main building is largely un-changed externally, though the new
classrooms and grounds area is much bigger. When Como High School opened our second son lan was
eligible to attend and then later our second daughter Bronwyn also went there. Roy (eldest son) and
Lynette (eldest daughter) both went to Kent Street High School which was the main regional high school
then.

The South Perth Yacht Club was situated on the Como foreshore of the Swan River just north of Canning
Bridge, which site is now occupied by the Sea Scouts. The re-location of the yacht club was necessary to
allow for the building of the Kwinana Freeway. The South Perth Yacht Club became the South of Perth
Yacht Club on transfer to the west side of the river at Canning Bridge.

Where Sir James Mitchell Park is these days near Coode Street this fertile land was used by the Chinese
market gardeners (only about 6-8 persons) for growing vegetables along the river flats. Each Saturday
afternoon one of the gardeners with a large horse and wagon would do his rounds of the Mill Point
area, selling excellent fresh produce at reasonable prices and Mum would usually buy something from
them.

Often the 'Ladies of the Night' from the Flesh Market in Roe Street in Perth would 'holiday' with the
Chinese and no doubt got some quality garden produce in return for their services. Arguments occurred
from time to time, and the Police often had to arrest some of these people to keep the peace.

It was on these occasions that the language used by the ladies coming from the cells at the South Perth
Police Station certainly improved my vocabulary.

South Perth has always had ferry boats operating a Perth City service out of Mends Street Jetty, and
until recent years Coode Street too. Another operated from Queens Street at Mill Point. | was never an
extensive user of the ferries, so | can't relate any stories about these vessels.

| can tell you though that when Dad was transferred from Wagin back to Perth in (1944) | was very
interested in aircraft. At this time the Catalina flying boats were operating out of where the Royal Perth
Yacht Club is today at Matilda Bay, Crawley, or just to the east side of University of WA.

These aircraft seemed huge to me at the time, particularly as they were quite slow when taking off or
landing across Melville Water on the Swan River.
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| remember that South Perth had a good many interesting persons living in the area. Mr. John Juan of
ABC radio station 6WF, Mr. Stuart Joynt, Editor of the 'Daily News', Highly respected scholar Professor
Walter Murdoch after whom Murdoch University was named.

Parkes Photos in Labouchere Road was a back-yard hobby that grew into a full-time business and for
years supplied, developed and printed my photography requirements. In later years the laboratory 'blew
up' and the business closed.

George Strickland was a property owner and Councillor in South Perth. Bryant Stokes (now Professor)
lived in a duplex in Labouchere Road behind the Police Station.

Old Polo Grounds facing the Swan River off Mill Point Road near Ranelagh Crescent (South Perth), were
used by motor cycle clubs most Sundays for 'Club Runs'. About 30 Club Members, their wives or
girlfriends also in attendance, would conduct grass track races, such as triangular point to point and
miniature TT races. Picnic lunch would be enjoyed and a great day out had by all.

| have a story about Clontarf Boys Home (as it was known then) in the suburb of Manning. This was
about 1960 and Brother Fitzgerald was not only a Christian Brother but also a qualified Builder in his
own right. | was a salesman for Glazebrook Paints at the new suburb of O'Connor for Permaglaze and
Spread Satin paints, when he phoned me at the factory late one Friday to say that he required several
gallons of paint — but he needed this order for the next day — Saturday. "No problem", said | - because
at that time we were living at Millen (East Victoria Park) and not far from Clontarf. It was a very hot day
about 40C and after unloading the paint from my FJ Holden company car, Brother Fitzgerald then asked
if | would like something to drink. "Yes please" | said (expecting ice water), so he delegated a boy of
about 14 years to go fetch it. A few minutes later the lad arrived back with a tray on which were two
glasses and a bottle of beer saying, "here's your holy water Brother"

8 (Ken on AJS in Labouchere Road 1951)

| lived at the Police Quarters South Perth until April 1951, when | left home to ride my AJS motor cycle to
¥ : Adelaide. At that time the bitumen road
of Great Eastern Highway only went as
far as Southern Cross WA. The Eyre
Highway was an un-made road and the
sealed road did not start again until Port
" Augusta SA. Although | rode my AJS
. motor cycle (all jerks and stops), | also
knew what a BSA stood for, 'a bloody
sore arse'.

| met my wife Audrey in Bathurst (NSW)
Easter races at Mt. Panorama race
circuit. Audrey is here tonight. We were
married in September 1953.




You may be interested to know that when Audrey and | first set up house, it was in a War Service home
from World War One (1914 - 1918) quite small, located at 42 Canning Highway, Victoria Park, about 200
metres from the Causeway.

Later we moved to 14 Gladstone Avenue, South Perth. Then to 3 Bone St, Millen (East Victoria Park), had
2 years in Manjimup, then 15 Harvey Street, Victoria Park, and 69 Leonard Street, Victoria Park. In 1969
we moved to 3 Alston Avenue, Como., where we spent the next 28 years until 1997 when we moved to
Willetton.

Mr. Cec Florey (the historian) tells me that my siblings and | are the only persons he is
aware of, who as third generation Australians are descended from both a Convict
(Aimable Duperouzel) and a Pensioner Guard (Hugh Devitt on my mother’s family side).

Perhaps the 'wheel does turn full circle' between the prisoners and the guards.

May | commend the book "South Perth — The Vanishing Village" to everyone as an excellent read.
Similarly, Mr. Tom Hungerford's book of "Stories from Suburban Road" is quite enthralling about times
before WW2.

My brothers Jack and Alan and sister Loris are here tonight, and if you have any questions | shall be
pleased to try and answer them, with their help if required.

May | say in closing that the suburbs of South Perth, Como and Victoria Park were great places to live as
a youth and as a young married man with a wife and family of four children. It was a much more
'carefree’ lifestyle which we were privileged to enjoy. You could generally get a parking spot for your car
anywhere, cut down a tree on your house block if necessary, make decisions for yourself, family and life
in every way.

THANK YOU TO MY SISTER LORIS WADE and to MARION CULL for the loan of photos.

Thank you Ladies and Gentlemen.

May | wish everyone a Merry Xmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year 2003.

KEN DUPEROUZEL
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8 Painting of the South Perth Police Station

This painting of the South Perth Police Station was done by Police Constable Henry McLaughlin in 1974.
Henry had immigrated to Western Australia with his wife Margaret and their two sons in 1969 from
Antrim, Northern Ireland. Henry’s artistic skills were developed from an early age.

Painting by Henry McLaughlin 1974 South Perth Police Station

According to David Lampard, President, Western Australia Police Historical Society, Henry, who was a
Constable with the WA Police Force, was asked by the WA Commissioner of Police, Athol Wedd, to paint
a number of Police Stations throughout the state. He became so successful with his paintings that he
later resigned from the WA Police Force and became a full-time artist and did very well.
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9 Future plans

As part of the AUD400 million ‘Civic Heart” development in South Perth the former South Perth Police
Station was purchased by the hospitality group Nokturnl who plan to develop the police station into a
400-person bar and restaurant with alfresco outdoor dining facilities and basement area whilst also
retaining the two holding cells. The basement level, which will be built next to the Heritage building,
rather than directly beneath it, will house the kitchen, a restaurant and toilets.

The West Australian newspaper published a feature on 12 October 2022 outlining the plans of Ross
Drennan, the co-founder of Nokturnl, and his business partner Drew Flanagan, to develop the former
South Perth Police Station — this press cutting is shown below.

PROPERTY 43

For the latest progress on this development and news of when the new bar and restaurant will open,
perhaps in late 2023 or early 2024, check out their website: www.nokturnl.com.au
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The South Perth Police Station and South Perth Post Office Heritage buildings are dwarfed by the ‘Civic
Heart’ development.

View from the intersection of Labouchere Road and Mends Street looking towards the South Perth Police
Station and the Civic Heart development. Photograph courtesy of Lynette Mitchell November 2022.

View from the intersection of Mends Street and Mill Point Road looking towards the South Perth Post Office
and the Civic Heart development. Photograph courtesy of William Duperouzel September 2022.
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POLICE SERGEANT ALEXANDER DUPEROUZEL AND FAMILY

AT SOUTH PERTH POLICE STATION
1948-1952

Illustrations

5, 37,52South Perth Police Station, view from Mends Street
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South Perth Police Station, view looking towards the junction of Mends Street and Labouchere Road
South Perth Police Station, Heritage Trail Police Station, 1992

South Perth Police Station, view from Mends Street. Chris Rowett for the City of South Perth 2007

South Perth Police Station, Labouchere Road fagade. Gina Fraser, City of South Perth 2015

South Perth Police Station, North-western fagade (rear). Gina Fraser, City of South Perth 2015

South Perth Police Station, North-eastern facade, facing towards the South Perth Post Office.

Gina Fraser, City of South Perth 2015

1908 floor plan of the South Perth Police Station and Quarters (Former). Conservation Management Plan,
John Taylor Architect, 2002. Photograph reproduced with kind permission of Finbar Group Limited.

South Perth Police Station, internal photographs of corridor; prison cells; living room and charge room
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Indian Pith Police Helmet worn by Sergeant Alexander Duperouzel
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POLICE SERGEANT ALEXANDER DUPEROUZEL AND FAMILY
AT SOUTH PERTH POLICE STATION
1948 -1952

lllustrations — continued

26 Sergeant Alexander Duperouzel, 1458, standing by his FJ Holden in Palmyra

26 Sergeant Alexander Duperouzel, 1458, seated at his desk at the Palmyra Police Station

27 William Duperouzel, as a baby in a high chair

27 William Duperouzel, as a baby with his sister Loris

27,38 South Perth Police Station, view from Labouchere Road, on the west side showing glass louvre windows
28 John Duperouzel, The West Australian newspaper, NLA Trove Australia article 4768014, 19 April 1949, p2

28 John Duperouzel, photograph, sitting on Ken’s motor bike, 1949

28 Ken Duperouzel and John Duperouzel, 1949

29,43 Ken Duperouzel, sitting on his AJS motor bike, 115, April 1951

30 Loris Duperouzel and William Duperouzel, on the train at the Perth Zoo

30 Alan, William and Loris Duperouzel on the Carousel at the Perth Zoo in about 1949

31 Alan Duperouzel wearing a tie

31 Alan Duperouzel with ‘Spot’ the dog

31 Loris and William Duperouzel with cats and peddle car ‘Junior’

31 William Duperouzel seated in his peddle car ‘Junior’ holding a cat

31,38 Loris and William Duperouzel with ‘Spot’ the dog

32 Alan Duperouzel, wearing a tie and Loris Duperouzel on her trike bike, at 1 Mends Street, South Perth
32 Loris Duperouzel in a pretty dress

32 Alan and Loris Duperouzel in their swim suits

33 Pontiac family car, with our father at the wheel; Alan, Loris and William Duperouzel 1949

34 Ken Duperouzel in 2003

34 Ken Duperouzel’s Employee’s Record, Barnett Bros. Pty. Ltd. 28 March 1951

38 South Perth Police Station, Labouchere Road fagade showing louvres. By Ken Duperouzel 1992

45 South Perth Police Station, painting by Henry McLaughlin in 1974

46 The West Australian newspaper, 12 October 2022, Nocturnal plans for South Perth Police Station

47 South Perth Police Station & ‘Civic Heart’ development. Photo by Lynette Mitchell, November 2022
47 South Perth Post Office & ‘Civic Heart’ development. Photo by William Duperouzel. September 2022
52 Ken, Jack, Alan, Loris and Bill Duperouzel. Photograph taken in 2003
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Rear cover photographs:
Top: Alexander Duperouzel and Agnes Mary Duperouzel, née Hevron
Middle: Siblings - Ken, Jack, Alan, Loris and William in 2003
Bottom: South Perth Police Station. Courtesy of Chris Rowett for the City of South Perth 2007
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