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Foreword
Over a period of 30 years or so researching various aspects of the Great War, including much on
the Australian Imperial Force (AIF), a number of stories have been encountered concerning widows
and mothers seeking news of a soldier reported as missing or killed in action.
It was wholly explicable that so many people would strive to discover what had happened to
a son, brother or father who went to war not knowing the horrors that awaited them whether on the
Western Front, Gallipoli, Palestine, Mesopotamia or any other theatre of war. Many families met the
ships bringing servicemen back to Australia so they could question the returned soldiers, others used
channels such as the Salvation Army and more checked hospitals in case their soldier was suffering
from memory loss. There were also enquiries made with the Red Cross. Well meaning people spoke
to the wounded in hospital in the UK, for example; the reports gleaned from troops were variable,
some were reliable and well informed whilst others were misleading albeit well intentioned.
That brings us specifically to 4783 Pte James Duperouzel. Anyone who has studied the
operations at Pozières in the summer of 1916 will know that the battlefield was pounded by the
artillery of both sides until features such as trench lines were almost unrecognisable. The fighting
progressed as Mouquet Farm became the next objective. It was here that Pte Duperouzel disappeared.
Bill Duperouzel researched and wrote an extensive account of his family name which included
details of a member of the family being sent by the British Government from the Channel Islands to
Australia; the line can be traced back to Normandy, so it is a touch ironic that James should die on
French soil while expelling the invader.
However, Pte Duperouzel has no known grave; furthermore, the Red Cross records in Canberra
contain no details of his fate. Even his date of death is recorded vaguely as 14-16th August 1916. No
other accounts have been located providing clues other than he was killed in the fighting close to
Mouquet Farm. It is understandable why many families tried to establish the fate of these soldiers
especially when there would never be an opportunity to travel to France and Flanders and, even if
there was, there would be no grave to visit.
Somewhere in France takes a novel approach and analyses Commonwealth War Graves
Commission data and uses other information provided on burials in order to establish likely burial
sites where Pte Duperouzel may rest as an ‘unknown soldier’. Nevertheless, the fact remains that he
may still lie on the battlefield.
His story includes details about the family’s life in Western Australia and his enlistment in the
AIF, training and voyage to Egypt and France. Archive material from the excellent Australian War
Memorial has been included so we get a good idea of his own experiences and that of other York
soldiers who volunteered to help the Mother Country. It is though the detail on his battalion on the
Somme in the summer of 1916 that records the culmination of his life as a soldier with his memorial
simply being his name on the panels of the Villers-Bretonneux Memorial to the Missing.
This well illustrated account provides a useful insight to the experience and loss of one
soldier but which was repeated countless times as the war slowly moved to victory in 1918. James
Duperouzel, like so many young men in the AIF remains ‘missing’ but now he has a special memorial
in the form of this book.
Paul Cobb
Author: Fromelles 1916
Battery Action! The Diary of a Gunner 1916-18
Member – The Western Front Association 1914-18 /Gallipoli Association
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Preface
4783 Private James Ross Duperouzel, from Qualen, near York, in Western Australia, was my
Uncle. He was only nineteen years of age when he was killed in action during the Battle of the Somme
in France in the Great War whilst serving with the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) as part of the 51st
Battalion. The Field Service Report in Uncle Jim’s Service Record under the heading Death of a Soldier
records: “Date of death, 14/16 August 1916; Place, In the Field; Cause of Death, Killed in Action”. Like
so many thousands of troops 4783 Private James Ross Duperouzel has no known grave.
The Commonwealth war dead of the Great War commemorated on Memorials dedicated
to the ‘missing’ throughout the world totals 525,106. An additional 591,265 war dead do have an
identified grave and headstone. At the Villers-Bretonneux Memorial, Somme, in France, within the
grounds of the Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery, the names of 10,982 Australian servicemen,
with no known grave, are officially commemorated on the walls of this memorial, included amongst
them is the name DUPEROUZEL J.R. In France and Belgium there are many Commonwealth War Grave
memorials dedicated to the ‘missing’. In the heart of the Somme the largest memorial to the missing
of its kind in the world, the Thiepval Memorial, has the names of 72,000 British servicemen who died
on the Somme commemorated on its memorial walls. The inscription on the memorial simply reads:
“The Missing of the Somme”. At the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial in Belgium, where the Last Post is
commemorated every evening at 8:00pm and has done so since 1928 there are 54,000 names listed
of the ‘missing’ on its panel walls.
I have often wondered what the term ‘missing’ or ‘unknown Australian soldier’ really meant or
indeed other terms such as ‘soldier with no known grave’. In August 2013 I felt compelled to attend
the ANZAC Dawn Service at the Villers-Bretonneux Memorial in 2016 with my wife, Janet, to mark the
100th anniversary of the death of Uncle Jim - to give thanks for his life and to honour all the ANZAC
troops who died on the Western Front during the Great War of 1914-1918. Janet and I have visited this
Memorial in Villers-Bretonneux many times since 1972 and in 2010 we attended the ANZAC Dawn
Service. In early 2014 the idea of a family gathering in Villers-Bretonneux in April 2016 was made
known to the extended Duperouzel family. I am thrilled that a large contingent of the Duperouzel
family in Australia will be gathering in France for the ANZAC Dawn Service in 2016 to share this very
special occasion which will help to ensure Uncle Jim is not forgotten.
In May 2015 Janet and I visited the Somme. The Somme countryside in the spring sunshine
was a mixture of yellows and greens from the many fields of oil seed rape, woods and colourful
flower beds. The many small villages and towns were appealing as they radiated with pride. The local
people were very friendly and welcoming. It was hard to believe that this region was the scene of
such carnage with the huge loss of life a hundred years ago.
On our return, I was inspired to carry out some significant research and detective work in
my quest to see if it would be possible to identify the place ‘in the field’ where Uncle Jim died and
whether it would be possible to identify a military cemetery where his possible remains may have
been buried as ‘an unknown Australian soldier’. I was under no illusion at the start of my quest that it
would not be possible to prove beyond doubt which cemetery his remains might be buried in. Whilst
the enormous benefits of DNA testing is a great boon in the 21st century without the key physical
evidence this would not be possible.
During my reasearch I read numerous casualty lists in Australian newspapers which are now
available in digitised form from the National Library of Australia. These listed the names of Australian
servicemen who were either killed in action, wounded or missing and often described with the
phrase ‘somewhere in France’. These lists must have been deeply distressing for the next of kin and
the public for they were frequently printed in the newspapers and on occasions these were many
column inches long. Death notices and tributes which appeared in newspapers throughout Australia
consistently used the phrase ‘somewhere in France’. It is obvious that next of kin did not know where
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their loved one had died. A year later In Memoriam tributes to ANZAC HEROES started appearing in
the West Australian newspaper, they continued to refer to ‘somewhere in France’. Often the date of
death was incorrect too.
I acquired invaluable information from various sources especially the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission (CWGC) in England, the Australian War Memorial (AWM), the National Archives
of Australia (NAA) and the National Library of Australia (NLA) which are all rich in archive content.
When I started analysing these archive records and documenting my detailed research findings I
decided that it would be worthwhile to broaden the scope to encapsulate all the information I had
unearthed and to share this for the benefit of family members who are alive today and for future
generations knowing that most are unlikely to undertake a journey from Australia to the Battlefields
of the Somme.
The more I studied the archives and carried on with my analysis the more I appreciated the
work which was carried out in the early stages during and after the Great War by the Imperial War
Graves Commission, now known as the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) under the
inspirational leadership of Major General Sir Fabian Ware whose vision it was to record the details of
the war dead of World War I and to establish the war graves, cemeteries and memorials. The CWGC
website is recommended to anyone interested in exploring their family military roots.
Whilst every effort has been taken to accurately represent names, dates and statistics it was
evident during the research that there were minor differences in recording these and therefore they
did not always fully reconcile. Any differences, however, are not crucial to the analysis.
The availability of various trench maps for 1916 covering the specific area of the Somme around
Mouquet Farm and Pozières was vital in helping me to identify within reason where the troops of the
51st Battalion were positioned during August 1916, and especially for the 14/16 August, during the
Advance on Mouquet Farm and its subsequent capture in September 1916.
I would like to thank Neville Browning for his consent to extract key information from his
book, ‘For King and Cobbers 51st Battalion A.I.F. 1916-1919’, published in Perth, Western Australia
in 2010. This enabled me to compile numerous statistics relating to the 51st servicemen. I was able
to identify the war dead and to focus on those servicemen who were killed in action during August
1916, especially those who died on 14/16 August 1916. Without this information it would not have
been possible to access the CWGC website to obtain invaluable additional information on the precise
location for the identified 51st Battalion servicemen whose bodies were exhumed from ‘in the field’,
the map grid reference where a body was found, together with the number of ‘unknown Australian
soldiers’ who had also been exhumed from the same map grid reference. This also identified the
military cemetery where the identified and ‘unknown Australian soldiers’ were subsequently reburied.
The book ‘Pozières’, Battleground Europe series, by Graham Keech, also provided a valuable
insight into the events unfolding around Pozières and Mouquet Farm in August 1916.
I would like to extend my gratitude and thanks to Paul Davis, Enquiries Administrator, and
to his support team at the CWGC for their patience in dealing with my numerous questions. I am
grateful to the CWGC for allowing me to share the various Grave Reports, Index Registers and
images on a selection of Military Cemeteries and Memorials on the Western Front; Cara Downes,
Copyright Section of the NAA, for permission to reproduce Service Record DUPEROUZEL J. R. B2455,
SERN4783, Digitised Bar Code 3529606 and to use extracts from the pamphlet ‘Graves of the Fallen’
which includes the booklet entitled ‘Where the Australians Rest’; the AWM in Canberra for the use
of extracts and images from their magnificent collection relating to World War I; the NLA and their
Trove website for numerous historical digitised newspaper articles; Brian Nuttall for extracts of the
wartime diary of 611 Private Percy Nuttall; Ian Cruttenden, for extracts from the wartime diary of
4766 Private Herbert Charles Cruttenden of the 51st Battalion; the State Library of Victoria; the 51st
Battalion Association; Flotilla Australia for the troopship images and narrative; Waymarkings and the
Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority, Perth, Western Australia.
I also wish to express my gratitude to my late Auntie Tot for entrusting me with the safe
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keeping of the only known letter written by Uncle Jim whilst he was en route from Fremantle to
Egypt in April 1916; to my cousin Jan O’Shea for her invaluable input and emotional support; to my
cousin Ross Bartlett and his wife Eileen for sharing an insight into the lives of Uncle Jim’s parents,
Sarah and George Duperouzel; to my cousin David Duperouzel and his wife Keryn for photographs
and for sharing information about their farm at Qualen and Jonathan Porter of Chavasse Farm in
Hardecourt-aux-Bois, Somme, for his insight and for allowing me to include a selection of trench
maps of the area of Pozèries and Mouquet Farm; Gordon Tarrant for a selection of photographs.
The patience and support of Dave Gaulton in helping me to overcome some challenging technical
obstacles was, likewise, greatly appreciated. Thanks also to Michael Banks, Director, Diverze Print
Limited, Leighton Buzzard, for his help with the formatting and printing of the book.
I am sincerely grateful to Paul Cobb, the historian and author of Fromelles 1916, first published
in 2007, who gave his time generously to share his knowledge of the part Australian AIF troops played
on the Western Front during World War I and who has kindly written the foreword to this book.
I would especially like to thank my wife, Janet, to whom I owe so much. She has provided me
with tremendous support throughout this latest quest. She has also been my proofreader.
This has been a very rewarding and emotional journey for me. It has drawn me closer to
knowing an Uncle I never met and in doing so it has deepened my appreciation of his ultimate
sacrifice and that of all the ANZAC men and women together with British, Commonwealth and Allied
Forces who fought and died in World War I. I am proud to say the words Uncle Jim and as the words
roll off my tongue they come with a deep sense of pride, affection and emotion.
William Thomas Duperouzel
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Chapter 1
Australia’s Involvement in the First World War 1914 - 1918
Australia’s involvement in the Great War is very well documented in numerous publications in
Australia and Britain. This extract from the Australian War Memorial (AWM) provides a very good
overall appreciation of the various events as they unfolded during 1914-1918:
“...Australia’s involvement in the Great War began when Britain and Germany went to war
on 4 August 1914, and both Prime Minister Joseph Cook and the then Opposition Leader,
Andrew Fisher, who were in the midst of an election campaign, pledged full support for
Britain. The outbreak of war was greeted in Australia, as in many other places, with great
enthusiasm.
In response to the overwhelming number of volunteers, the authorities set exacting
physical standards for recruits. Yet, most of the men accepted into the army in August
1914 were sent first to Egypt, not Europe, to meet the threat which a new belligerent, the
Ottoman Empire, Turkey, posed to British interests in the Middle East and the Suez Canal.
The first significant Australian action of the war was the Australian Naval and Military
Expeditionary Force’s landing at Rabaul on 11 September 1914. It took possession of
German New Guinea at Toma on 17 September 1914 and of the neighbouring islands
of the Bismarck Archipelago in October 1914. On 9 November 1914 the Royal Australian
Navy made a major contribution when HMAS Sydney destroyed the German raider SMS
Emden.
On 25 April 1915 members of the AIF landed on Gallipoli, Turkey, with troops from New
Zealand, Britain, and France. This began a campaign that ended with the evacuation
of troops on 19 and 20 December 1915. Following Gallipoli, Australian forces fought
campaigns on the Western Front and in the Middle East.
Throughout 1916 and 1917 losses on the Western Front were heavy and gains were small.
In 1918 the Australians reached the peak of their fighting performance in the battle of
Hamel on 4 July. From 8 August they then took part in a series of decisive advances until
Germany surrendered on 11 November.
For Australia, as for many nations, the First World War remains the most costly conflict in
terms of deaths and casualties. From a population of fewer than 5 million, 416,809 men
enlisted, of which over 60,000 were killed and 156,000 wounded, gassed, or taken prisoner.
After four and a half months of training near Cairo, the Australians departed by
ship for the Gallipoli peninsula, with troops from New Zealand, Britain, and France.
The Australians landed at what became known as Anzac Cove on 25 April 1915 and
established a tenuous foothold on the steep slopes above the beach. During the early
days of the campaign, the allies tried to break through Turkish lines, while the Turks
tried to drive the allied troops off the peninsula. Attempts on both sides ended in failure
and the ensuing stalemate continued for the remainder of 1915. The most successful
operation of the campaign was the evacuation of troops on 19 and 20 December, under
cover of a comprehensive deception operation. As a result, the Turks were unable to
inflict more than a very few casualties on the retreating forces.
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Landing at Anzac Cove (Dardanelles) 25 April 1915.
AWM P09114.031
This postcard was sent by 622 Private Herbert Vincent Reynolds. The rear of the postcard
is described as follows:
AB Depot Weymouth
Dear Mother
These are some views of Gallipoli (sic) which are being sold in the camp for 2d each.
This one shows the beach on the left of the part named Anzac Cove. The couple of
boats seen on the extreme right of the view contained an extremely unfortunate
party they were broken & holed to such an extent that they were useless after the first
couple of trips. My unit set foot on the beach near the boat on its own and worked
upon the ridge to be seen rising to the right of the view. I have my doubts as to
whether (sic) this view was taken on the day of landing or not anyhow it was taken
within 8 days. Suvla point can be seen across the water & 3 battleships can be seen.
After Gallipoli the AIF was reorganised and expanded from two to five infantry divisions,
all of which were progressively transferred to France, beginning in March 1916. The AIF
mounted division that had served as additional infantry during the campaign remained
in the Middle East. When the other AIF divisions arrived in France, the war on the Western
Front had long been settled in a stalemate, with the opposing armies facing each other
from trench systems that extended across Belgium and north-east France, from the
English Channel to the Swiss border. The development of machine-guns and artillery
favoured defence over attack and compounded the impasse, which lasted until the final
months of the war.
While the overall hostile stasis continued throughout 1916 and 1917, the Australians and
other allied armies repeatedly attacked, preceded by massive artillery bombardments
intended to cut barbed wire and destroy enemy defences. After these bombardments,
waves of attacking infantry emerged from the trenches into no man’s land and advanced
8
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towards enemy positions. The surviving Germans, protected by deep and heavily
reinforced bunkers, were usually able to repel the attackers with machine-gun fire and
artillery support from the rear. These attacks often resulted in limited territorial gains
followed, in turn, by German counter-attacks. Although this style of warfare favoured
the defence, both sides sustained heavy losses.
In July 1916 Australian infantry were introduced to this type of combat at Fromelles,
where they suffered 5,533 casualties in 24 hours. By the end of the year about 40,000
Australians had been killed or wounded on the Western Front. In 1917 a further 76,836
Australians became casualties in battles, such as Bullecourt, Messines, and the fourmonth campaign around Ypres, known as the battle of Passchendaele.
In March 1918 the German army launched its final offensive of the war, hoping for a
decisive victory before the military and industrial strength of the United States could
be fully mobilised in support of the allies. The Germans initially met with great success,
advancing 64 kilometres past the region of the 1916 Somme battles, before the offensive
lost momentum. Between April and November the stalemate of the preceding years
began to give way, as the allies combined infantry, artillery, tanks, and aircraft more
effectively, demonstrated in the Australian capture of Hamel spur on 4 July 1918.
The allied offensive, beginning on 8 August at Amiens, also contributed to Australian
successes at Mont St Quentin and Péronne and to the capture of the Hindenburg Line. In
early October the Australian divisions withdrew from the front for rest and refitting; they
were preparing to return when Germany surrendered on 11 November.
Unlike their counterparts in France and Belgium, the Australians in the Middle East fought
a mobile war against the Ottoman Empire in conditions completely different from the
mud and stagnation of the Western Front. The light horsemen and their mounts had to
survive extreme heat, harsh terrain, and water shortages. Nevertheless, casualties were
comparatively light, with 1,394 Australians killed or wounded in three years of war. This
campaign began in 1916 with Australian troops participating in the defence of the Suez
Canal and the allied reconquest of the Sinai peninsula. In the following year Australian
and other allied troops advanced into Palestine and captured Gaza and Jerusalem; by
1918 they had occupied Lebanon and Syria. On 30 October 1918 Turkey sued for peace.
Australians also served at sea and in the newly formed flying corps. The Royal Australian
Navy, (RAN), under the command of the Royal Navy, made a significant contribution
early in the war, when HMAS Sydney destroyed the German raider Emden near the Cocos
Islands in November 1914. The Great War was the first armed conflict in which aircraft
were used; about 3,000 Australian airmen served in the Middle East and France with the
Australian Flying Corps, mainly in observation capacities or providing infantry support.
Australian women volunteered for service in auxiliary roles, as cooks, nurses, drivers,
interpreters, munitions workers, and skilled farm workers. While the government
welcomed the service of nurses, it generally rejected offers from women in other
professions to serve overseas. Australian nurses served in Egypt, France, Greece, and
India, often in trying conditions or close to the front, where they were exposed to shelling
and aerial bombardment.
The effect of the war was also felt at home. Families and communities grieved
following the loss of so many men, and women increasingly assumed the physical
and financial burden of caring for families. Anti-German feeling emerged with
the outbreak of the war, and many Germans living in Australia were sent to
internment camps. Censorship and surveillance, regarded by many as an excuse
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to silence political views that had no effect on the outcome of war, increased as
the conflict continued. Social division also grew, reaching a climax in the bitterly
contested (and unsuccessful) conscription referendums held in 1916 and 1917.
When the war ended, thousands of ex-servicemen, many disabled with physical or
emotional wounds, had to be re-integrated into a society keen to consign the war to the
past and resume normal life...”
Anzacs in France, 1916
In the early months of the First
World War, great European armies
manoeuvred and clashed on a
colossal scale, while in Australia
a small volunteer force – the
Australian Imperial Force (A.I.F.) –
was preparing to join in the conflict.
But instead of going to Europe
these Australians were diverted to
Egypt and, with New Zealanders,
were formed into the Australian
and New Zealand Army Corps
(ANZAC). The Anzacs’ initiation to
battle came in a seaborne invasion
of the Turkish Gallipoli peninsula,
beginning on 25 April 1915.

Australian Machine Gunners in France 1916.
AWM EZ0079

Australians were thrilled by the stories of their troops’ exploits in action and recruiting
surged; but it all came to nothing, and after eight months of combat, this ill-fated
enterprise was abandoned. Next year, in early 1916, the Australian divisions finally
joined the British army in France and Belgium. At last the Australians had arrived in the
war’s main battle theatre. Here, on the Western Front, they met a new form of fighting;
for them this was to become a year of terrible sacrifice.
The AIF on the Western Front
By now the AIF was a much larger force. Following the Gallipoli campaign, the two battleworn infantry divisions had returned to the camps in Egypt. There they were joined by
large numbers of fresh reinforcements and more men arriving from Australia. The two
divisions were expanded to four, while a further division (the 3rd Australian Division)
was raised in Australia and sent straight on to Britain. From March 1916 the first of the
divisions from Egypt began arriving in France.
Australia had committed four infantry brigades to the Gallipoli landings; further
brigades of infantry and light horse came afterwards. Now, on the Western Front, they
had four divisions (each of three brigades). These, the 1st, 2nd, 4th and 5th Australian
Divisions, were initially sent to the region of the Belgian border to gain familiarity with
some of the new weapons of modern warfare, including gas. They then moved into the
front-line trenches near Armentières, in an area dubbed “the nursery”.
Although the Australians were in a relatively quiet sector, there were periods of sharp
fighting, shelling, and some heavy raids; by the end of June over 600 men had been
killed. Only a few days earlier, Private William Jackson became the first man of the AIF to
win the Victoria Cross in France. He rescued wounded members of his raiding party from
no man’s land until his arm was blown off by a shell.
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Fromelles
By now the British army’s main efforts had shifted to the Somme, over 100 kilometres
to the south, where, together with the French, they launched a great offensive on 1 July.
On the main front, the British attacks were heavily repulsed, with 60,000 casualties on
the first day alone. Over the next few weeks the fighting and killing continued, and the
Australians soon became drawn in, with three of their divisions sent to join the struggle.
However, the most recently arrived division, the 5th, remained in French Flanders;
there it went into the trenches opposite the shattered village of Fromelles, which sat on
commanding ground behind the German front line.
British troops had fought around Fromelles in 1915, with heavy losses, but the village
was about to give its name to a further disaster. On the evening of 19 July the Australian
5th Division and the British 61st Division attacked the Fromelles ridge in a diversionary
attack intended to draw German attention from the Allies’ Somme operations.
The two divisions chosen for this battle were both new to the sector and lacked local
battle experience. The men had to assault over open fields criss-crossed with drainage
ditches and in the face of heavy machine-gun and artillery fire. Many fell, while others
were overwhelmed by German counter-attacks. The attack failed, with 5,000 Australian
casualties, and no ground was taken. It was a cruel introduction to major combat, one
from which the 5th Division was a long time recovering.
Brigadier General H.E. “Pompey” Elliott, a veteran officer who commanded the 15th
Brigade later said: “Practically all my best officers, the Anzac men who helped to build up
my Brigade, are dead. I presume there was some plan at the back of the attack but it is
difficult to know what it was.”
Pozières
Meanwhile, further British attacks on the Somme had brought the front line close to the
village of Pozières. There, in darkness on 23 July, the 1st Australian Division made an
assault supported by heavy artillery fire. The ruined village was taken in hard and intense
fighting and enemy counter-attacks were repelled. The Germans responded by pounding
the area with their artillery. The capture of Pozières was a significant achievement, but
within five days the 1st Division had lost 5,000 men.

Pozières before World War I
AWM
C01340
11
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The Albert to Bapaume road, which passed through Pozières, became the main supply
artery for the allied forces during the Somme offensive of 1916, and was patrolled by
Anzac police staff to minimise congestion.
Sergeant Archie Barwick wrote: “...All day the ground rocked and swayed from the
concussion … we were all nearly in a state of silliness and half dazed, but still the
Australians refused to give ground....”
The 1st Division was replaced by the 2nd, whose first attack met with disastrous losses.
In further fighting the division captured some ground but suffered more casualties –
overall, almost 7,000 in twelve days. The 4th Division was the next to take part, pressing
its attacks towards the adjoining Mouquet Farm. With this move, the Australians were
trying to threaten the enemy positions at Thiepval, where the British had been stuck for
weeks. However, in attacking on a narrow front they became increasingly exposed to
murderous shell-fire and yet more counter-attacks.
The three Australian divisions took their turn at Pozières and all suffered heavily. Then,
with their numbers built up to only two-thirds strength, each was sent into the inferno
for a second tour. Over a period of 42 days the Australians made 19 attacks, 16 of them
at night; as a consequence, the casualties finally totalled a staggering 23,000 men, of
whom 6,800 were killed.
For men thrown into the fighting at Pozières the experience was simply hell. The
battlefield had become the focus of artillery fire from both sides. Attacks went in, some
ground was taken, and then the enemy would counter-attack. Throughout this action
the fighting was wild, and all the time the shelling tore up the ground, folded the trenches
in, and blew away any protection.
Major Walter Claridge wrote to his wife:
“...I knew you would be ashamed if I played the coward, so I kept straight on at the head
of my platoon. I was thankful to get [wounded] as it got me out of the firing line for a rest.
Australia may well be proud of the part its boys played in taking Pozières...”
The ordeal at Pozières, both physical and mental, was more than men could put up with
for very long. Courage made little difference, what each man needed was endurance and
luck. Sergeant R. Baldwin, of the 27th Battalion wrote:
“...We came out this morning as best we could. We are a very shaken lot. Well, we went
in and relieved the first division on the night of August 1, six days ago. I saw some
awful things although I never got a mark, we are all on the edge, all our nerves are
wrecked, we lost some fine men...”.
Five Victoria Crosses were won. One of these was a posthumous award to Private
Tom Cooke, a 35-year-old husband and father whose hobby before the war had been
playing the coronet in a band. In the opening days of the fighting, he was sent with a
Lewis machine-gun crew into a dangerous part of the line. Soon he was the only man
left. Against impossible odds, Cooke fought a lone action. He was later found dead at
his gun – “a splendid example of determination and devotion to duty”. After the battle
Cooke’s body – as with so many others – could not be found, and he remains one of the
thousands of “the missing”.
Australian infantrymen who were once taught that “the bullet and bayonet are the
deciding factors in fighting” saw at Pozières that the destructive power of artillery now
dominated the battlefield. Shrapnel tore men to pieces, high explosive blew them to
bits and destroyed trenches, smoke covered the turned-up, stinking ground. Added to
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this were gas shells. It was the worst artillery shelling that the Australians experienced
in the entire war.

Pozières after the Bombardment
AWM EZ0097

The shattered back gardens of the village of Pozières, seen from the
Pozières-Bapaume road. In the distance on the far right is ‘Gibraltar’,
the German fortified observation post. In the foreground are sandbags
from an Australian trench that was dug in the first attack. Between 23
July and early September 1916, the 1st, 2nd and 4th Australian Divisions
between them launched 19 attacks on German positions in and around
the ruins of Pozières.
Stretcher-bearers worked to exhaustion, usually exposed to fire, carrying men to the aid
posts close behind the front line. Sergeant Albert Coates recorded:
Many men buried and torn to pieces by high explosive. For a mile behind the trenches it is
a perfect hell of shell fire. Terrible sights. The stretcher-bearers are having a terrible time,
some blown to pieces together with their living freight.
Finally, in early September the Australian divisions were taken out of the main battle
and sent back to Flanders to recover and rebuild their strength. During this time the New
Zealanders went into action on the Somme, fighting an important battle near Flers, a
few kilometres from Pozières, an action in which tanks were used in combat for the first
time.
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British Army Mark I Tank 1916
AWM H08749
A British Army Mark 1 in France c1916 - female tank ready to go into
action. The visible crew member, protected against bomb and grenade
attack by netting over the top, is wearing a British tank helmet. The
wheel at the rear was for steering and operated by the driver through
remote control. This steering system was not satisfactory and was later
abandoned.
The conscription referendums
The Australian Prime Minister, Billy Hughes, was aware that the scale of fighting on
the Western Front would make heavy demands on the nation. He had visited troops in
France in June before the big battles. In a minor aside in the Great War, there he had a
brief reunion with 49-year-old William Johnson a former labour member of the Federal
parliament now serving as a private in the AIF. Like so many others, Johnson did not
last long; shortly after the meeting he was mortally wounded during the first attack at
Pozières.
Hughes had always wanted to introduce conscription rather than rely solely on
voluntary recruitment, and the losses at Pozières had only reinforced his views. However,
the Labour party was split on his proposal, and he knew he could not get support in the
Senate. Finally the matter was put to a referendum on 28 October 1916. The “No” vote
narrowly prevailed, but the population remained bitterly divided over the issue. Forced
from the Labor Party, Hughes formed a new coalition government.
The onset of winter
Meanwhile in Flanders the Australians got the grim news that they were returning to the
Somme; and this time the 5th Division accompanied the others. In November they made
attacks near Gueudecourt and Flers, but the muddy conditions destroyed any hopes of
success. The main Somme fighting came to an end on 18 November in the rain, mud,
and slush of the oncoming winter.
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Over the next months winter trench duty with its shelling and raids became almost
unendurable and only improved a bit when the mud froze hard. The wet and the cold
made life wretched. Respiratory diseases, “trench foot” – caused by prolonged standing
in water – rheumatism and frost-bite were common. Many survivors would later say that
this was the worst period of the war and that their spirits were never lower. Large-scale
fighting did not resume until early 1917 when spring approached.
The 3rd Division had been training in Britain and missed the heaviest battles of 1916.
It finally reached France in December and went into the front-line near Houplines not
far from Armentières. There it had to suffer the terrible winter conditions. The division
remained in Flanders and in the following year entered the major battles at Messines
and in the third battle of Ypres; it did not fight on the Somme until 1918.
The slow progress of the British battles through 1916 destroyed any hopes of a
breakthrough and the hastening of the war’s end. Instead, the high casualty rate
crippled the British volunteer “Kitchener” army – among it those who had responded to
the famous “your country needs you!” appeals. It also tore the strength from the AIF. The
British government thereafter relied on conscription to maintain its army’s strength; but
for the rest of the war the Australians had to make do with reduced intakes of volunteer
reinforcements. High command tried to put a brave face on the year’s progress with the
British commander-in-chief, General Sir Douglas Haig talking up the few successes. But
Charles Bean, the Australian official correspondent (and later official historian), noted
that “the cost was dangerously high”.
The long slow road to final victory
By year’s end the war was becoming a heavy burden for all Australians. The excitement
and enthusiasm of the early weeks of the Gallipoli campaign had evaporated and the
period of strong voluntary enlistments was long past. After a while almost everyone
knew some young man killed in the war; now the heavy losses were intruding into a
great many households. Making things worse, victory appeared to be nowhere in sight.
A schoolboy at the time, Brian Lewis later recalled: “There was no rush for the paper
before breakfast to read of the new victory; there were victories in the paper but we did
not believe in them any longer.”
The early troops in France had not expected the losses and the horrors that they would
face on the Western Front. But the next year would prove just as bad, beginning with
the continuing Somme winter conditions, then the battles at Bullecourt and Messines,
followed by the fighting in Third Ypres. This last was the first offensive in which all five
Australian divisions and the New Zealand Division fought – and it produced the highest
aggregate casualties. With volunteer numbers still falling, in late 1917 Hughes again
sought to introduce conscription. But once again, he failed.
There was further alarm and disappointment for the Australians in the spring of 1918.
Early in that year a German offensive re-took areas previously heavily fought for,
including the blood-soaked fields around Pozières. However by mid-year the allies had
fought back, finally gaining an ascendency over the enemy.
A terrible year
1916 was the halfway point in four years of slaughter. For the French, there was the
horror of the battle of Verdun. For Britain and the Empire forces – and the French who
were also there – the period is remembered for the series of battles known as the First
Battle of the Somme. The British and Commonwealth casualties from this fighting
totalled an appalling 420,000, and the French lost 204,000. Combined with the German
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losses, there were more than a million battle casualties on the Somme.
For Australia, there had been few bright spots in a year that seemed to begin well enough.
But once its troops became committed to the Western Front battles from July, their war
quickly soured, with heavy losses and suffering at the front and widespread mourning
at home. In the attack at Fromelles the cost in lives had been the highest in any 24-hour
period in the war, while the casualty rate in the six weeks at Pozières was the worst ever
experienced. Then there was the conscription referendum which caused widespread and
long-lasting divisions in the population.
The Australians had played a full part in 1916. The Somme offensive did not achieve its
goals, but it was one of a series of hammer blows that eventually weakened the German
army. In this war of attrition, the allies suffered similarly but had this advantage, that
their burden could be shared between the French, the British and Empire troops, and
ultimately, in 1918, the Americans. On 11 November 1918 Germany signed an armistice.
The tragedy of so many deaths in battle during the Great War was only exceeded by the
failure of this sacrifice to achieve an enduring European peace.”

A view of the Flers Battlefield, in May 1917
AWM E00519
A view of the Flers Battlefield showing an old front line trench improved by the
Australians during the winter of 1916-1917 on the Somme – and sandbagged area.
According to the AWM, Canberra:
418,809 Australians enlisted in WWI, 38.7% of the male population aged 18 to 44
331,781 embarked on service abroad for the AIF and another 3,011 in the Australian
Naval and Military Expeditionary Force
60,284 died before discharge
155,133 were wounded in action (including gassing and shell shock)
4,044 were taken Prisoners of war
63 Victoria Crosses were awarded
According to the CWGC, London:
Commonwealth war dead with an identified burial 591,265 (38,856 Australian)
Commonwealth war dead commemorated on Memorials 525,106 (23,267 Australian)
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Chapter 2
Early Life in Qualen, York, Western Australia
James Ross, the eldest son of George Charles Duperouzel and Sarah Jane (née Willey), was
born at Spring Valley, Beverley, Western Australia on 7 August 1897. At this time the family were
living on their farm in Qualen, about 4 miles from the inland town of York which is situated 60 miles
east of Perth. He was one of ten children:
Elsie Maud 1895-1905, died aged 9
James Ross 1897-1916, known as Jim
George Charles 1899-1980
Alexander 1901-1964, known as Alec
Julia Maud 1904-1948
Anna Ruby 1906-1982, known as Ruby
John Aimable 1908-1908, died aged 5 months
Thomas Frederick 1909-1911, died aged 19 months
Louisa Alice 1913-2001, known as Alice
Lindsay Clarence 1916-1978, known as Ted
Ernest Ross Bartlett, the son of Ruby and Sam Bartlett, who was born in 1929, was given the
name Ross as a middle name, after James Ross. Ernest, known as Ross, lived on the family farm which
was about 700 or 800 acres at that time, from about the age of nine or ten. He lived on the farm for
many years in the 1940s and early 1950s and got to know George and Sarah and the family very well.
Whilst Jim was born in Beverley, Ross understood that most of Jim’s siblings were born on
the family farm. “When a birth was imminent Sarah would call for the help of Mrs Davies, the wife of a
neighbouring farmer, who would come and lend a hand with a birth”. Ross goes on to say that, “...when
any of the kids were around on the farm at the time of a birth they would be sent out of the house to play
and when they came back into the house they would be introduced to the new member of the family...”.
Ross recalls, “...the daily routine on the family farm during this time would have been much
the same at the beginning of the 1900s when Jim and his siblings were born...the family would wake
early, about 06:00am, the boys would have daily farm chores such as feeding the horses, the pigs, the
chickens, and generally tending to whatever other tasks needed attention before sitting down about
07:30am for a big breakfast which was the main meal of the day...as the boys got older they would
work on the farm undertaking duties such as planting, fencing, crop harvesting, training and tending
the horses and shearing the family sheep using what is described today as the old fashioned manual
hand-held sheep shearing clippers...the sheep shearing season only lasted about three months in those
days and the boys would not have necessarily travelled to other farms to do any sheep shearing...”
According to Ross, “...in those days Jim and siblings most likely started going to school when
they were six or seven years old and probably didn’t extend their education beyond the age of twelve or
thirteen years of age...”. The publication, ‘From Early Beginnings – A History of York’s Schools’, published
by The York District High School Parents and Citizens Association in 1981, offers an insight into over
twenty schools in the York district from the early 1830s:
Balladong; Myanarra; Tipperary Schools; Grigson’s Well; Tipperary 1898-930; Burges Siding;
Quellington; Malebelling; Warding; Greenhills; Bally Bally; Rocky Gully; Talbot Brook; Gwambygine; Qualen;
Gilgering; Mount Hardy; private schools, St. Patrick’s School Convent of Sisters of Mercy & St. Joseph’s Girls
High School; York Grammar School; Misses Yeoman & Miss Parker’s School and the York District High School.
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This extract is taken from a section in the book entitled, “...Summary of the Development of
Education in Western Australia...”:
“The discovery of gold and the coming of the railway and the 1896 Agriculture Lands
Purchase Act which permitted the government to repurchase, subdivide and sell
lands within twenty miles of a railway meant large portions of former grant estates
were brought back, split up and resulted in closer settlement thus recreating the
need for small rural schools”. “With the opening up of land and closer settling at the
beginning of the 1900s, little one-roomed schools sprang up in all settlements where
there were more than fifteen children of school age. These buildings were usually of
a transportable weatherboard or corrugated iron type, which could be erected in
a short time and “uprooted” and carried off to another centre of population when
numbers fell below ten average attendances daily. Per head of population, these
schools were very expensive to run and money was not very plentiful, but at that time
it was government policy to support land settlement and development”.
According to ‘From Early Beginnings – A History of York’s Schools’, “...The Reverend Corby
Butler, honorary secretary of the School Board in York, wrote to the Inspector General of Schools
in Perth on 27 April 1903 to apply for a school in Qualen. After an exchange of correspondence
to confirm the numbers of children and a suggestion by the Inspector that perhaps the nearby
school in Gilgering and Qualen work on a part-time basis a group of local farmers in Qualen
signed on behalf of other residents and a school was granted in Qualen in September 1905....”.
The parents of children committed to the new Qualen School included George Duperouzel
who signed to confirm that his two sons, James Ross and George Charles, would attend this school
which finally opened on 3 July 1907. A local Qualen farmer, Mr John Pinchbeck, donated one acre of
land on 21 November 1905 for the purpose of erecting a school building. This type of land donation
was typical of farmers in the York District:

‘From Early Beginnings – A History of York’s Schools’
The York District High School Parents and Citizens Association 1981
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James Davies, whose farm adjoined that of George and Sarah’s at Qualen, committed to
sending his two sons and a daughter to Qualen School, namely, Percy James, Frederick John and
Pearl Matilda.
Jim and his brother,
George, would have walked
to Qualen School via the road
track near the farm and over the
hill, a return journey of about
3 miles. Their younger siblings,
Alec, Ruby, Alice and Ted also
attended Qualen School before
it closed in 1927. A sign marks
the spot where the Qualen
School once stood. Wooden
stumps would have supported
the building and is all that
remains after the building was
“uprooted”.
Site of old Qualen School
Courtesy of Keryn Duperouzel
Jim’s father, George, had a great love of horses and developed a reputation as a fine horse
breeder. Many horses were sold to the AIF and some were exported to India. Like his father, Aimable,
before him, George would capture any stray horse from the bush before advertising them to be reclaimed or if not claimed he would train them and sell them on. Jim would have developed a love of
horses as this was the main form of transport at that time.
George learnt his family skills from his father, Aimable, and continued to work on the farm with
his younger brother, William James, after his parents had retired to their house at 46, South Street, York,
in the mid 1890s. George inherited the farm following his father’s death in 1901. In 1907 he increased
the size of the property by acquiring a further 302 acres on which he bred sheep and grew crops.
George was a big man and a well known character in the York district. Ross recalls his
grandmother, Sarah, telling him, “...George used to enjoy hoisting the children on to his shoulders when
they were very young and then walk to the neighbours for afternoon tea...”. He enjoyed playing cricket
so much that he cleared some land on his property to build a cricket pitch. The cricket pitch was
situated less than two miles from the farmhouse not far from the Talbot Road. It was last used in the
late 1940s. George died in the family farmhouse in 1941, aged 74, and was buried in the Anglican
Cemetery in York. His wife, Sarah, survived him by fifteen years.
According to Eileen Bartlett, Ross’s wife, “...Sarah was a good friend to me as I knew her for about
two years before I married Ross, she had a lovely sense of humour and loved all her children; farm life for
her was hard bringing up so many children and of course, she had to cope in the harsh outback without
any mod-cons... she lost three children when they were young Elsie Maud, aged nine and, John Aimable
and Thomas Frederick as infants, followed by the tragic loss of her eldest son, Jim, who was killed in action,
in France during World War I...”.
On 22 July 1910 the Eastern District Chronicle featured an article in which Jim Duperouzel is
listed as having attended a plain and fancy dress ball held at the Court Skating Rink in York for adults
and children.
An earlier edition of the Eastern District Chronicle, dated 22 April 1910, described the formal
opening of this Roller Skating Rink, near the railway station in Joaquina Street, which was held
on Wednesday, 20 April 1910, as “...a floor space of 90x40 feet...music was supplied by the Palace
Orchestra...we are asked to state that ladies’ weekly admission tickets with skates, to all sessions have
been fixed at 5s; floorage only, 3s 6d.” Perhaps Jim and George and their siblings used this facility.
The newspaper article about the fancy dress ball lists the names of the girls and boys who
entered the competition, their character, the winners and prizes. Amongst the boys attending this
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event the name Jim Duperouzel appears, having dressed in the character of a Black Fellow. Jim
would have been about thirteen years old at this time. Amongst the girls is Jim’s cousin, Rita Pittard,
aged about eighteen, whose character was ‘Night’. Rita’s older sister, Elsie, who would have been
about twenty, is not mentioned. Listed amongst the Sets “Turks” are a number of Mesdames, which
includes the name Pittard. It is assumed this is referring to Mary Pittard, the mother of Rita and Elsie,
and the Auntie of Jim. Jim’s cousins Mona Ovens and Kenneth Ovens also attended the fancy dress
ball.

Plain and Fancy Dress Balls
Eastern District Chronicle
newspaper, York,
Western Australia,
22 July 1910

PLAIN AND FANCY DRESS BALLS.
BRILLIANT SUCCESSES.
Two very important events in, social circles last week were the I
plain and fancy dress balls con ducted at the Court Skating Rink for
adults and children, both functions attracting record attendances. The
accommodation was severely taxed by dancers and spectators, fully
300 persons being present on each occasion. The success achieved was
adequate testimony to the splendid work carried out by the ladies and
gentlemen who comprised the committees, prominent among whom
were the Mayoress (Mrs E. H. Neville) and the Hon. Secretary (Mr F.
Ashbolt). No efforts were spared to promote the success of the gathering,
and the result from a financial point of view will be a benefit to the funds
of the local brass band of something in the vicinity of £30. The supper
arrangements left nothing to be desired, and were conducted in the
adjoining Oddfellows’ Hall, where tempting delicacies were dispensed by
lady attendants. The music was supplied by Marshall’s band. Some of the
fancy costumes adopted were very well arranged indeed, and no end of
amusement and enjoyment was provided for the onlookers. Combined
with the decorations, the costumes produced a strikingly pleasing effect.
Several prizes were awarded on the vote of the public, a list of which,
together with many of the characters impersonated, are appended :—
Miss E. Stewart, North American Indian Princess; Mrs Cassidy, Indian
dancing girl; Miss I. Scott, Russian peasant; Miss R. Scott, Gipsy Queen;
Miss Hoops, Rouge et Noire; Miss R. Bryan, Jack Tar; Mrs Lucas, magpie;
Miss McGrisken, winter; Miss Edwards, Poppaea; Mrs Disher, Miss
Lawrence, Miss M. Monger, three young maids of Lea; Miss Hyde, “Tess,”
of the Gondoliers ; Miss Crease, Hussah; Miss R. Newport, night; Miss
Kimber, Dutch girl; Miss E. Klopper, Britannia; Miss O. Smith, spring; Miss
N. Martin, Admiral of the Fleet; Miss Alice McGlinn, Spanish dancer; Miss
B. Mead, clowness; Miss E. Mead, Spanish Gipsy; Miss H. Mepd, baker;
Miss Meyer, red cross nurse; Miss Stevens, Court costume of early century.
Mr H. M. Edwards, Nero; Mr Cassidy, brigand; Mr W. Maxwell, oranges
and lemon, Mr Bennett, sailor; Mr C. Anderton, baker; Mr Rayward, Italian
organ grinder; Mr W. Hoops, Rouge et Noir; Mr D. Bryan, Jack Tar; Mr H.
Taylor, Court dress; Mr Lucas, sailor.
Sets.—” H. M. S. Yarra,”Mesdames Thielemann, Bennett, Stone and
McGlinn; Messrs Ashbolt, Weatherall, Streatfield, and Mattiske. “ Turks,”
Mesdames M. Keating, Knott, Pittard, N. Pyke; Messrs Harte, Lillyman,
H. Hoops, and Les Monger. “Scarlet Troubadours,” Mesdames Spencer
(2), Chinnery, and M. Liuto; Messrs Chinnery, P. Linto, M. Healey, and J.
McGlinn.
Prizes.—Best lady, Miss E. Stewart, (American Indian); best gentleman,
Mr H. M. Edwards (Nero); set, “H. M. S. Yarra.”
Voting on sets.— “H. M. S. Yarra-” 58; 1 “Turks,” 55. ‘
Children’s Night.
Girls—Irene Hyde, Spanish Dancer; Dorothy Neville, Ride-a-CockHorse; Connie Smith, Good Luck; E. Mann.’ Pierrette ; Gertie and May
Hyde, Poppies; May Piper, Red Riding Hood; Elsie Thielemann, Pink
Poppy; Laura Pyke, French Maid ; Rita Pyke, Black Diamond; Muriel
Thielemann, Fairy; Jean Edwards, Santa Claus; Sophie Thielemann,
Scotch Lassie; C. Lawrence. North Pole; Frances Linto, Sailor Girl; Rica
Simpson, Spanish Dancer: Rosamond Simpson, Queen of the Fairies;
Madge Haworth, Japanese; Jean Smith, Queen of Hearts; Cissie Linto,
Shepherdess; Isla Tanner, Milkmaid; Dorothy Jager, Witch; Jessie
MacLachlan, German Peasant ; Mona Ovens, “ Polly put the kettle on
Pearl Smith, Christmas Cracker; Lorna Parker, Little Japanese ; Rita
Pittard, Night; Lulu Parker, Summer; Margery Bennett, Fortune Teller;
Kate Davies, Lady of the Court of King Louis XVI; Ella Edwards, Pierrette.
Boys. — James Wiseman, Highlander; Kenneth Ovens, Tommy
Atkins; Stanley Simpson, Chinaman; Jack Jewson, Boy Blue; Cyril
Simpson, Knave of Hearts; Jack Tanner, Boy Scout; Victor Linto, Sailor;
George Barr, Sailor; M. Linto, Chinaman; Fred Craig, Pierrot; Jim
Duperouzel, Black Fellow; F. Day, Cadet Sergeant; Jack McGlinn, Cadet
Corporal; Willie Mann, Cadet Private; Robert Barr, Jockey; Leslie Arnold,
Jester.’
Voting on Fancy Dresses.
Girls under 16 and over 12—”Irene Hyde as Spanish Dancer obtained
most votes, followed by Madge Haworth as a Japanese.
Girls under 12 and over 8—Jean Edwards as Santa Claus, .and
Dorothy Neville as “ Ride-a-cock-horse “ tied for the prize, followed by
Kate Davies as a Lady of the time of Louis XIV.
Girls under 8—Little Rosamond Simpson as Queen of the Fairies
topped the whole of the voting, gaining 80 votes.
Boys under 16 and over 12—James Wiseman, as a Highlander,
obtained most votes, Cyril Simpson, as Knave of Hearts, being only one
vote behind.
Boys under 12 and over 8.—Stanley, Simpson as a Chinaman
obtained most votes, followed closely by Robert Barr and Leslie Arnold as
Jockey and Jester respectively.
Boys under 8—Little Kenneth Ovens as Tommy Atkins won the
prize.
-----------------------------------------------------
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This picture of Jim, passed down from Jim’s sister, Ruby Bartlett, is believed to have been taken
in 1912 when Jim was aged about fifteen. By this age Jim had already suffered the loss of three
siblings, Elsie, John and Thomas, when he was aged eight, eleven and fourteen years respectively.

Jim Duperouzel, aged 15 years
Like so many young Australian men before the start of World War I Jim would probably have had
ambitions and aspirations. As the eldest child and being a son he may well have felt a responsibility
to work on the farm and perhaps take over the farm from his father, George, at some point in the
future. However, within a few years of this photograph being taken it is likely that some of Jim’s
friends and other men he knew in the York district were already volunteering to join the AIF for what
was to be the start of World War I. At a time when Jim was needed most by his parents to work on the
farm and to help his father Jim may have felt it inevitable that he too would soon be enlisting in the
AIF to do his duty for his country.
At this time Australian men volunteering to join the AIF were required to be over the age of
twenty-one years. For anyone volunteering under the age of twenty-one and over eighteen required
the consent of both parents or a guardian. Obtaining this consent from George and Sarah may well
have been an agonising time for the family. The community throughout the York district had already
lost the lives of many men in the fighting during 1914 and 1915 and was still coming to terms with
the conflict. At this time Jim’s mother, Sarah, was pregnant with her tenth child when she gave her
consent, with George, and signed Jim’s application form to enlist in the AIF at the end of 1915.
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