EAST FREMANTLE SHOOTING

Injured Woman's Story

HITCHCOCK COMMITTED

Details of the sensational shooting
affray at East Fremantle on March 2
were given at the Premantiz Police Court
today when Harold Willlam Hitcheock,

a lumper, was charged with having shot.

at his wife with intent to il

Mr. F. G. Unmack appeared for the
accused, and Serseant Geallagher con=
ducted the case for the prosecution.

THREAT IN A BAR.

William James Hughes, bootmalker,
carrying on business in George-streel,
East Fremantle, sald that on March 2,
about 4.30 p.m., Hitcheock cante into his
shop and invited wilness to a drini.
After refusing several times he cven-
tually went with the avcused to the
Royal George Hofel, where they lad
three drinks. Hitehooel: asked him
whether he knew a Jack Brown, and
added: “I hear he is carrving on with
my wife” Hitcheock further said be
understood that Brown was to visit Ms.
Hitcheock that night, and he htended
to answer ithe door himself. Thrust-
ing his hand into his hip pocket, Hitch-
cock added: "I am goinz to give him
this," producing a Tevolver. Hitcheock
purchased a bottle of stout, which they
drank togsther n wilness' shop, aftsr
which Hitcheoek Jleft, saying he would
be back in & few minutes.

“I AAVF SHOU MY WIVE"

Soon afterwards witness heard the re-
port of a revolver shot and a ¢hilds
scream. Two minutes later Hitelicock
came into the shop with a revolver in
his hand and sald: "I hove shot my
wife; I have shot her dead” Hitcheock
then pointed the revolver at
head, but witness grabbed at it. In the
struggle for possesslon of the weapon
the revolver was discharged, the bullet
entering ihz tioor closz tn witness' feet.
Hitcheock was eventually pacified
he passed the revolver over to witness,
after whiech he beean to erv and sald
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after which he began to cry ang sald |
he wes sorry for what he had done.

Mrs. Hitelieock occupied the house -mxi
door to witness” homs.

“THE BRUTE SHOT ME."

Frank M'Caughey, railwey employe,
said that as he emerped from a helr-
dresser's shop In George=street, East Fre-
mantle, at about 530 pm, he saw A
woman staggering across the street with
blood pouring [rom her mouth. H2 as-
glsted her to & nearby house, where he
rendered first-aid. The woman :ald
“The brute shot me.'

INJURIES DESCERIBED.

Dr. F. H U. Beker, BERMO. at Fre-
mantle Hospltal, gave evidence that Mrs.

"Hitcheock was brought to the hespital

suffering from a gunshut wound n ths
face m:ui throat, * The bullet, whicli had
piercéd the cheek and lodged In ths hack
of the throat, was e¥tracted next morn-
ine. The women's Ufe was not in dan-
Ber.

MRS. HITCHCOCKS STORY.

Luecy Jean Cleo Hitcheock was then
called. Mr. Unmack drew the atien-
tion of the Bench (Mr, H. J. Cralg, B.M,,
and Mr. P. E. Gihson, J.P.) to the fact
that Mrs. Hitehooek was not oblized (o
give evidence azalnst her husband.

The law on the point having been ex-
plained to her by the RAL, Mrs Hit-c!_t-
cock elected to glve evidence, She said
that on March 2 she occupled a house At
85 George-sireet, Fremantle. She ab-
tained & separatlon order against her
husband in June last. \There were five
children, whose ages rtanged from
twelve mentls to seven years, Her nus-
band paid her regularly £3 per week until
MNavember last, when he returned home
and remainz<d for aboud six wezs. Then
he packed his belopgings and sald he
was going back to his previous lodgings.

On March 2 she met her husband by
appointment, when he told her he was
not golog to give her any money in the
future, She proceeded to the Courl-
house, followed by her husband, After
leaving the Courthouse her husband pws
his hand in his hip pocket and produced
a revolver saying: “I have 2 good mind
ol she
esked him for some money to get the
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esked him for some money to get the
children's tea, and he.gave her L1, Ehe
returned to her home and at § o'clock
her hushand came there and asked who
was the man who had left the house on
the previous Sunday morning, Witness
replied “Jack Brown,” at which her ~us-
band =aid, producing the revolver, “Ol,
was it? T fix you,” and fired immerl-
ately., She felt a stinging sensation In
the mouth and ran into the sireet.

In cross-examination by Mr. Unmack,
witness said that on the day of the
shooting she made a certain admission
to her husband which implicated Brown,

Constable Duperouzel gave evidence of
arrest, A man named Hughes handed
him a revolver, which contained Lwo
empty cartridge shells and three live
cariridges, Accused sald he was sorty
fus what he had done, but wished it had
been & man named Brown,

Accused, who reserved his defence,
was commitied” for brinl Bail was
tefused.
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